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The following topics are provided for use/distribution within your state. This 

suggested list is provided as a service. Feel free to add, delete or alter items to 

suit your purposes – especially in light of day-to-day events. Please keep in mind 

that other states may closely regulate the distribution of these topics. Please 

refrain from any distribution of the topics outside of your state or by means 

which may be accessed outside of your state, including the Internet, during the 

month of December. 
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Domestic 

 

Open-Ended 
 

1. Which presidential candidate is best positioned to deal with a divided Congress? 
 

2. What should be Paul Ryan’s first steps to unite Republicans in the House of 
Representatives? 
 

3. How has the increased use of video impacted the actions of America’s police 
officers? 

 
4. How does the decision of Joe Biden not to enter the Democratic presidential 

race impact the prospects for Democratic success in 2016? 
 

5. Who is hurt most by criticism of presidential debate moderators? 
 

6. What steps can be taken to limit the incarceration of juveniles? 
 

7. How can the United States best combat ISIS? 
 

8. What can American college and university presidents do to lessen racism on 
campus? 

 
9. What steps should Jeb Bush take to revise his weakened presidential 

candidacy? 
 

10. Which presidential candidate offers the most workable tax plan? 
 

11. What is to blame for the dramatic rise in sexually transmitted diseases in the 
United States? 

 
12. How will Hillary Clinton’s record at the State Department impact her presidential 

candidacy? 
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Closed-Ended 
 

1. Can a new generation of reformers change the direction of the Republican 
Party? 

 
2. Is legalization the best way to curb the scourge of heroin addiction? 

 
3. Should college students be permitted to carry guns on campus? 

 
4. Are mergers between giant drug companies good for American consumers? 

 
5. Should the United States freeze admission of additional refugees from Syria? 

 
6. Is rural America becoming more politically diverse? 

 
7. Is it time to shut down the Transportation Security Administration?  

 
8. Is the United States adequately prepared to confront ISIS activity on American 

soil? 
 

9. Should Americans sacrifice civil liberties if it protects the people from terrorism? 
 

10. Does Bernie Sanders’ socialism reflect American values, as the candidate 
asserts? 

 
11. Should the United States allow a freed Jonathan Pollard to emigrate to Israel? 

 
12. Which is the bigger threat to the United States: Mexican immigrants entering the 

United States or leaving the United States? 
 

13. As it prepares to enter its third year, are flaws in Obamacare beginning to 
outshine its strengths? 

 
International 
 

Open-Ended 
 

1. How will China’s decision to allow families to have more than one child impact 
the Chinese economy? 

 
2. What steps should be taken to keep Mexico’s economy growing? 

 
3. What will be the consequence of the US Navy’s recent decision to challenge 

China’s territorial claims in the South China Sea? 
 

4. Who bares the greatest responsibility for the downing of a Russian commercial 
jet in the Sinai? 
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5. Who benefits most from Russia’s military presence in Syria? 

 
6. What steps can Turkey’s government take to improve its contentious relationship 

with the Kurds? 
 

7. What will be the environmental consequences of Indonesia’s forest fires? 
 

8. What steps should Aung San Suu Kyi take to prevent Myanmar’s generals from 
blocking her party’s newly won power? 

 
9. How will Justin Trudeau change Canadian politics? 

 
10. What actions should Columbia’s government take to ensure its peace agreement 

with the FARC holds? 
 

11. How will the electoral success of Poland’s conservatives impact the nation’s 
relations with its Western allies? 

 
12. What can the leadership of France do to reassure its anxious citizens? 

 

Closed-Ended 
 

1. Is Angela Merkel the most influential leader in Europe? 
 

2. Will the recent meeting between the leaders of China and Taiwan result in 
concrete steps toward reunification? 

 
3. Will her handling of the refugee crisis help or hurt Angela Merkel’s prospects for 

reelection? 
 

4. Is Marco Rubio poised to bypass the Republican Party’s leading presidential 
contenders as some odds-makers predict? 

 
5. Is China’s presence in Africa strengthening African countries’ economies? 

 
6. Should Israel exploit possible oil discoveries in the Golan Heights? 

 
7. Should the West support an independent Kurdish state? 

 
8. Should European states rethink the Schengen Agreement? 

 
9. Will recent terrorist attacks in France unite the world in common cause against 

ISIS? 
 

10. Can Chinese aircraft manufacturer COMAC compete with Boeing and Airbus? 
 

11. Can Myanmar’s new government unite its competing ethnic groups? 
 



 4 

12. Who is playing a more important role in fighting ISIS in Iraq:  the US or Iran? 
 

13. Is Nigeria succeeding in its efforts to push back Boko Haram? 
 


