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The following topics are provided for use/distribution within your state. This 

suggested list is provided as a service. Feel free to add, delete or alter items to 

suit your purposes – especially in light of day-to-day events. Please keep in mind 

that other states may closely regulate the distribution of these topics. Please 

refrain from any distribution of the topics outside of your state or by means 

which may be accessed outside of your state, including the Internet, during the 

month of February. 

 

NFHS EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING TOPICS 

February 2016 
Domestic 

 

Open-Ended 
 

1. What changes to American politics are necessary for more moderates to 
succeed in running for public office? 
 

2. How will the lifting of American sanctions against Iran impact perceptions of the 
United States among its Mid-East allies? 

 
3. How will the federal government’s response to the occupation of the Malheu 

National Wildlife Refugee impact the credibility of the occupiers’ movement? 
 

4. What can the federal government do to better prepare the vulnerable Missouri 
flood plain for recurrent disasters? 

 
5. Which Republican candidate represents the evangelical movement’s best 

chance to put one of its supporters in the White House? 
 

6. Which Republican candidate’s tax policy is best for the middle class? 
 

7. How can Ted Cruz put the debate about his birthplace eligibility for the 
Presidency to rest? 

 
8. How does Sarah Palin’s endorsement of Donald Trump change the race for the 

Republican presidential nomination? 
 

9. How does a trailing Martin O’Malley benefit by staying in the Democratic 
presidential race? 

 
10. How will President Obama’s recent executive orders further regulating gun sales 

impact the market for weapons? 
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11. What actions can the government take to combat the growing number of deaths 
caused by drug overdoses? 

 
12. What can Congress do to curtail the rising federal budget deficit? 

 
 

Closed-Ended 
 

1. Will national political leaders heed President Obama’s call for civility in his State 
of the Union address? 

 
2. Is Nikki Haley a viable candidate for the Republican Vice-Presidential 

nomination? 
 

3. Should the Supreme Court rule against requiring employees to contribute dues 
to public employee unions? 

 
4. Will the environmental scandal over Flint, Michigan’s water system bring down 

the administration of Governor Rick Snyder? 
 

5. Should public dollars be used to finance sports stadiums? 
 

6. Should the United States Congress permit Puerto Rico to declare bankruptcy? 
 

7. Are “open carry” laws a solution to rising criminal gun violence? 
 

8. Should police be used to enforce classroom discipline? 
 

9. Should the United States remove countries from its Visa waiver program? 
 

10. Is Hillary Clinton no longer the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee? 
 

11. Will the discovery of highly classified intelligence documents on Hillary Clinton’s 
email server further jeopardize her candidacy? 

 
12. Should the Supreme Court override President Obama’s executive orders 

providing work permits to illegal immigrants? 
 

13. Should the federal government provide a free college education to all its 
citizens? 

 
International 
 

Open-Ended 
 

1. What steps can European governments take to ease the transition of migrants 
into their societies? 

 
2. How will the relaxing of sanctions on Iran impact the global energy trade? 
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3. What steps can the Vietnamese government take to improve the pace of their 

economy’s growth? 
 

4. What actions should Taiwan’s DPP take to calm China’s fear over its rise to 
power? 

 
5. How can India best address its growing environmental problems? 

 
6. What political reforms must Poland’s government take to improve its standing 

with the European Union? 
 

7. What steps should Francois Hollande take to curb rising unemployment in 
France? 

 
8. What nations stand to benefit most from the increasing demand for Lithium? 

 
9. How will the declining price of oil impact stability in the Persian Gulf region? 

 
10. What changes will a younger generation of Saudi princes bring to their country? 

 
11. What can Afghanistan’s government do to roll-back the advance of the Taliban? 

 
12. What measures must be taken to bring about reconciliation between Pakistan 

and India? 
 

Closed-Ended 
 

1. Will China’s lower-than-expected growth rate jeopardize the people’s support of 
the Communist Party? 

 
2. Should China cut off support for North Korea? 

 
3. Has North Korea’s recent nuclear test changed the security dynamic in Asia? 

 
4. Will the completion of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam lead to conflict 

between Ethiopia, Sudan, and Egypt? 
 

5. Should Saudi Arabia end its intervention in Yemen? 
 

6. Do Israeli leaders have the political capital to halt continued Jewish settlements 
in the occupied West Bank? 

 
7. Will the recent controversy over sexual assaults by migrants undermine Angela 

Merkel’s liberal refugee policy in Germany? 
 

8. Will Catalonia’s new secessionist leader accelerate the province’s path toward 
separation from Spain? 
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9. Should the European Union change its rotating presidential system? 
 

10. Can the newly-elected Venezuelan parliament diminish the power of the 
Presidency? 

 
11. Was the Arab Spring ultimately harmful or beneficial to the people of Middle 

East? 
 

12. Is Jacob Zuma attempting to create a family dynasty in South African politics? 
 

13. Have French security measures made that country more secure against terrorist 
threats? 

 
 


