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The following topics are provided for use/distribution within your state. This 

suggested list is provided as a service. Feel free to add, delete or alter items to 

suit your purposes – especially in light of day-to-day events. Please keep in mind 

that other states may closely regulate the distribution of these topics. Please 

refrain from any distribution of the topics outside of your state or by means 

which may be accessed outside of your state, including the Internet, during the 

month of November. 

 

NFHS EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING TOPICS 

November 2015 
Domestic 

 

Open-Ended 
 

1. What is the best way to reduce the size of America’s prison population? 
 

2. What does Marco Rubio need to do to become the Republican front-runner for 
President? 
 

3. What steps can government leaders take to counter the anti-vaccination 
movement among America’s parents?  

 
4. What steps should President Obama take to stand-up to an increasingly 

aggressive Russia? 
 

5. How should cities and states better combat the manufacture and distribution of 
methamphetamine? 

 
6. Why does inflation in the United States remain so low? 

 
7. What steps does Ben Carson need to take if he is to pass Donald Trump in the 

Republican presidential polls? 
 

8. Who benefitted most from the Pope’s visit to the United States? 
 

9. How will Republican candidates’ attacks on “Washington insider” politicians 
impact the party’s own leadership? 

 
10. What could Vice President Biden have done to mount a successful campaign for 

President? 
 

11. What can Hillary Clinton do to please voters who support Bernie Sanders? 
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12. What can America’s police departments do to reverse the perception that 
African-Americans are the target of police violence? 

 
13. What does Jeb Bush need to do to recapture the limelight in the contest for the 

Republican presidential nomination? 
 

 

Closed-Ended 
 

1. Will Vice-President Biden’s decision not to run for President strengthen Hillary 
Clinton’s chances of securing the Democratic nomination? 
 

2. Will Jim Webb pursue an independent bid for the Presidency? 
 

3. Is the Trans-Pacific Partnership good for American trade? 
 

4. Can Bernie Sanders convince American voters that “Democratic Socialism” is 
not a dangerous concept? 

 
5. Will California’s decision to permit doctor-assisted suicide lead to more states 

approving similar measures? 
 

6. Is the Republican Party’s struggle to find a new Speaker of the House an 
indication that the Tea Party faction is now in control? 

 
7. Should the United States government regulate the price of essential 

pharmaceuticals? 
 

8. Should statues and memorials to Confederate leaders be taken down? 
 

9. Should the United States ban execution by lethal injection? 
 

10. Should the Department of Defense close more military bases in the United 
States? 

 
11. Is heroin becoming the most significant drug threat in America? 

 
12. Can the United States mount sufficient protection of computer networks against 

Chinese hackers? 
 
International 
 

Open-Ended 
 

1. How will the success of the Liberal Party in Canadian elections change relations 
between Canada and the United States? 

 
2. What will it take to bring a final end to the disease Malaria? 
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3. What can India do to copy China’s economic growth without copying its 
pollution? 

 
4. How has Russian intervention changed the prospects for the Syrian 

government’s survival? 
 

5. What can aid agencies due to better address the Middle East refugee crisis? 
 

6. What steps can neighboring African states take to help stabilize South Sudan? 
 

7. What steps should be taken to calm ethnic tensions in Malaysia?  
 

8. How will China’s new infrastructure bank impact the country’s influence abroad? 
 

9. What steps must the government of Iraq take to seize territory from ISIS? 
 

10. What would be the consequences of an independent Spanish Catalonia 
province? 

 
11. What must Venezuela’s opposition parties do to defeat the socialist government 

of Nicolas Maduro? 
 

12. What would it take for the National League for Democracy to win control of 
Myanmar’s government in the next election? 

 
13. Why is growth in the economies of Asia slowing down? 

 

Closed-Ended 
 

1. Will Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi return Egypt to democracy?  
 

2. Will Angela Merkel’s support for asylum-seekers hurt her popularity with German 
voters? 

 
3. Should NATO maintain a robust military presence in Afghanistan? 

 
4. Is El Salvador’s crackdown on gang activity backfiring? 

 
5. Is Brazil prepared to handle an influx of Syrian refugees? 

 
6. Is China’s anti-corruption campaign actually helping to combat corruption? 

 
7. Will Russian intervention in Syria help or hurt Russian relations with the United 

States? 
 

8. Will Prime Minister Abe’s move to expand the role of the Self Defense Forces 
abroad undermine his popularity with the Japanese public? 

 
9. Can Somalia organize a truly free and democratic election? 



 4 

 
10. Is Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe on the verge of being deposed? 

 
11. Will Evo Morales’ desire to seek another term as Bolivia’s president diminish his 

popularity? 
 

12. Is the Taliban re-emerging as a serious threat to the Afghan government’s grip 
on power? 

 


