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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
President Mike Ottis (District 6), Vice President Eric McCurdy (Region A),  Harlan Kredit (District 1), Pat 
McCarthy (District 2), Tim Thomsen (District 3), Mick Hoffman (District 4), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Greg 
Whitmore (District 7), Lori Wyborney (District 8), Ken Lindgren (District 9), Wendy Malich (Region B.), 
Pam Veltri (Region C.), and John Wallwork (At Large). 
 
Because of the absence of Leta Meyer, new Board member John Wallwork was considered a voting 
member. 
 
GUESTS 
Al Falkner , Erin Jones, Brian Elsner (AD, Seattle Prep) and Aaron Maul (Head Football Coach, Seattle 
Prep) 
 
WIAA STAFF 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director  
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD WORK SESSION 
The Board meeting was preceded by a Board retreat which was divided into two sessions. The first 
session which was presented by Erin Jones explored social justice and was the result of the WIAA 
Executive Boards goal to increase diversity at all levels.  
 
The second session pertained to Board skills and goal setting. Former WIAA Board member Al Falkner 
the president at Gonzaga Prep facilitated those discussions. Goal areas that the group determined 
would be addressed during the school year were classification, communication, eligibility formats, 
consistency, relationships with outside organizations, and public relations. Attached please find a draft 
of the 2016-17 WIAA Executive Board goals. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
At 1:30 Board president Mike Ottis called the meeting to order and Vice President led the attendees in 
the pledge of allegiance.  
 
AUDIENCE 
Aaron Maul Presentation 
Brian Elsner the athletic director at Seattle prep and Aaron Maul presented the school’s outline for 
addressing its request to reduce a two game suspension that had been initially imposed on coach Maul 
by the Sea King distrct Board (this was due to information discovered in a fact finding that had been 
requested by Bishop Blanchet High School administrators regarding that schools football and girls 
basketball programs.) Mr. Elsner assured the Board that the school will be transparent and provide open 
communication while implementing its plan of action. Several questions followed including those 
presented by Eric McCurdy on behalf of District two director, Tom Doyle. Both Coach Maul and Athletic 
Director Elsner assured the group that they are intent on fulfilling the obligations provided in their plan.  
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• After a lengthy discussion Thompson moved and Whitmore seconded that Seattle Prep’s plan be 
accepted, that the two game suspension be removed, and that a two year probation period be 
put in place for Coach Maul. MOTION PASSED. McCurdy and McCarthy abstained from voting.  

Restriction/removal of a team from post season play 
Mike Colbrese outlined a concern that has been brought to the attention of staff regarding the level of 
authority for the restriction/removal of a team from post season play. WIAA rule 28.1.3 stipulates that 
only the WIAA Executive Board may remove a team from post season competition. WIAA rule 25.5.4 
“Restriction” offers conflicting language regarding the role of league, the WIAA District and the WIAA 
Executive Board regarding a school’s participation in post season play. (Because the 2016-17 handbook 
has already been printed, a notice will be sent with the WIAA handbook mailing. In addition, the online 
version of the 2016-17 handbook will contain the accurate language.) Restriction – The league, WIAA 
District, or WIAA Executive Board may take action that would restrict participation in league. The 
restriction may be applied to a coach, participant, team, group, or school.  

• Following discussion a motion by Kredit seconded by Wyborney the Board agreed that a league 
or a WIAA District Board, or the WIAA Executive Board may restrict a team from post season 
play. However, once post season competition has begun only the WIAA Executive Board may 
remove that team from competition. MOTION PASSED. 

 
Basketball Tournament Format Committee 
The WIAA’s special committee regarding basketball tournament format and ranking system provided an 
update on their work. The group has developed a survey which will be sent to superintendents, 
principals, athletic directors and boys and girls coaches on August 15. During the WIAA Executive Boards 
September 25-26 2016 meeting, the survey results will be reviewed and the Board will take action on 
both issues at that time. In the meantime, the chairs have been responding to questions that have been 
generated about these issues on the WIAA website. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Mike Colbrese presented information on the increases in Washington labor and industry costs for 
officials. The Association does not make any money on L&I and any funds collected are utilized solely for 
members school L&I expenses. L&I costs are not an expense of the Association, rather a direct member 
school expense (the WIAA just acts as the flow-thru agency for processing / monitoring of the L&I 
account).  L&I costs have had years of both significant increases and decreases, therefore, by policy, 
every year, at fiscal year end, the L&I account is analyzed to determine if an L&I rate increase to the 
membership is due.  After analyzing the account at the end of fiscal year 2015-16, and the projected 
coming year’s L&I costs based on current expenses, it has been determined that it is time for a rate 
increase.   
 
The last rate increase was in July, 2010 for fiscal year 2010-11.  At that time, the Board determined that 
the increase in the L&I rate to the schools would be high enough to cover the projected cost increases 
over a period of time (rather than increasing the rate every year), with re-evaluation to come once the 
L&I costs exceeded the memberships payments to this account.  In 2010-11 it was projected that the L&I 
account would become negative after 2013-14.  In July of 2014 and in July of 2015, after paying the final 



 WIAA Executive Board Meeting  |  April 17-18, 2016  |  WIAA Office  |  Renton, WA Page 3 

 
 

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association  |  435 Main Ave S  |  Renton, WA 98057  |  (425) 687-8585  |  Fax (425) 687-9476  |  wiaa.com 

bills for those years, the account was analyzed at which time it still had a balance substantial enough to 
cover all projected costs for the upcoming year (the L&I account balance was approximately $142,000 in 
July of 2015). 
 
Rates adjust every year, therefore, once the last bill was paid in July, 2016, and final costs analyzed for 
the year, it was determined that the L&I rate to schools must be increased in order to keep up with the 
most current costs paid, which means that, an adjustment must be made in the amount billed to the 
schools. Following a lengthy discussion, Veltri moved and Wallwork seconded that the fee be increased 
to cover the anticipated cost increase for the 2016-17 school year only. The new amount will be $4.75 
(per assignment, averaged).  The Board and Staff will continue work during the 2016-17 fiscal year to 
determine what, if any, increases need to be made for the following years; noting that any increases will 
need to be covered by the member schools. 
 
MEETING CONCLUSION 
 
 
Submitted by:       
Mike Ottis, WIAA Board President     
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
  
Next Meeting:  September 25-26, 2016 


