
The following topics are provided for use/distribution within your state. This 

suggested list is provided as a service. Feel free to add, delete, or alter items to 

suit your purposes – especially in light of day-to-day events. Please keep in mind 

that other states may closely regulate the distribution of these topics. Please 

refrain from any distribution of the topics outside your state or by means which 

may be accessed outside your state, including the Internet, during the month of 

February. 

 

NFHS EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING TOPICS 

February 2014 
Domestic 

 
Easier Topics 

 
1. Should governments increase regulation on e-cigarettes? 
 
2. Will more states follow Colorado’s lead and legalize recreational marijuana use? 

 
3. Can Tesla Motors be expected to increase its share of the automobile market? 

 
4. With gradual improvements to its website, are Americans finally warming to the 

Obamacare healthcare exchanges? 
 

5. Is it time for colleges and universities to pay their athletes? 
 

6. Should the federal government increase restrictions on the use of antibiotics in 
animals raised for meat? 

 
7. Should Congress restore emergency federal jobless benefits? 

 
8. Does the federal government need to curtail the power of the National Security 

Agency? 
 

9. Should the power of the President to make recess appointments be curtailed? 
 

10. Is drug testing effective at deterring drug use among America’s teenagers? 
 

11. Will Congress derail efforts by the Obama administration to strike a deal with 
Iran over its nuclear initiatives? 

 
12. Is Congress’s recent spending compromise good for the economy? 

 
13. What is the most significant challenge facing President Obama in 2014? 

 
More Difficult Topics 

 
1. Are telemedicine applications good for America’s patients? 
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2. Will America’s business leaders be satisfied with the leadership of Janet Yellen 
at the Fed? 

 
3. Are incumbent congressional candidates in danger of losing in next year’s 

midterm elections? 
 

4. What privately-owned space venture is most likely to succeed in the costly 
market? 

 
5. Will recent scandals confronting Chris Christie undermine his chances of earning 

the Republican Presidential nomination in 2016? 
 

6. Should government weaken protection on drug patents? 
 

7. What steps can the federal government take to reduce the suicide rate among 
young veterans? 

 
8. In the interest of cultural tolerance, should the United States military end its ban 

on beards? 
 

9. Who is most damaged by Robert Gates’ recently published memoir? 
 

10. What is the significance of the US Supreme Court’s refusal to hear a case 
regarding a controversial Arizona abortion law? 

 
11. Will the Centers for Disease Control succeed in its appeal to doctors to combat 

excessive alcohol consumption among their patients? 
 

12. Should the federal government extend amnesty to Edward Snowden? 
 
International 

 
Easier Topics 

 
1. Is Shinzo Abe bad for Japan’s foreign relations? 

 
2. Is Turkey’s prime minister in danger of losing his post? 

 
3. Will the conflict in South Sudan lead to broader regional war? 

 
4. Should the United States send troops back to Iraq? 

 
5. Will Brazil’s Dilma Rousseff gain reelection as President? 

 
6. Can India and the United States repair their damaged relations? 

 
7. Can competing powers work together to harness the natural resources of the 

earth’s polar regions? 
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8. Are anti-government protesters in Thailand a threat to the country’s stability? 
 

9. Are people in the Arab world turning against jihadists? 
 

10. Is Egypt better or worse-off under its military rulers than it was under the Muslim 
Brotherhood? 

 
11. Is John Kerry making progress in advancing the cause of peace between Israel 

and the Palestinian Authority? 
 

12. Should the international community recognize an independent Somaliland? 
 

13. Should African nations work toward adopting a common currency? 
 
More Difficult Topics 

 
1. What can Russia do to limit terrorist activity within their borders? 
 
2. What is the source of decreased piracy off the coast of Somalia? 

 
3. What can China do to increase access to higher education among students from 

rural areas? 
 

4. What steps can Lebanon’s leaders take to prevent Syria’s conflict from spilling 
over into their country? 

 
5. Will increased movement by Romanian and Bulgarian citizens within the EU 

strain the economies of other member countries? 
 

6. What steps can western European countries take to free themselves from 
dependency on Russia’s natural gas market? 

 
7. Has the government of the Philippines lost credibility in its response to last fall’s 

typhoon? 
 

8. Are Serbia’s leaders helping advance the cause of eventual EU membership, or 
hurting it? 

 
9. Is the Scottish independence movement gaining strength? 

 
10. Is Cuba moving closer to a capitalist system? 

 
11. Twenty years after it was created, is the North American Free Trade Agreement 

still benefitting its members? 
 

12. What is the reason for Michele Bachelet’s recent victory in Chilean elections? 
 


