
The following topics are provided for use/distribution within your state. This 

suggested list is provided as a service. Feel free to add, delete, or alter items to 

suit your purposes – especially in light of day-to-day events. Please keep in mind 

that other states may closely regulate the distribution of these topics. Please 

refrain from any distribution of the topics outside your state or by means which 

may be accessed outside your state, including the Internet, during the month of 

January. 
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Domestic 

 
Easier Topics 

 
1. Should the United States government extend benefits for the unemployed? 

 
2. Has the gun control movement lost its momentum? 

 
3. Is the Republican Party losing its influence over America’s cities? 

 
4. What steps can be taken to overcome the growing shortage of doctors? 

 
5. Should the United States legalize online gambling? 

 
6. Is ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) becoming over-diagnosed? 

 
7. Does Congress need to change its rules? 

 
8. Is the Federal Reserve Board America’s most important political institution? 

 
9. What must political leaders do to restore trust in their honesty? 

 
10. Is Scott Walker a likely candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential 

nomination? 
 

11. Should the United States have boycotted the Sochi Olympics? 
 

12. Will Max Baucus make a good new ambassador to China? 
 

13. Will the courts be the source of the next wave of legalization of gay marriage? 
 
More Difficult Topics 

 
1. Was it a mistake for the Affordable Care Act to require higher insurance 

premiums for smokers? 
 

2. How will Mary Barra’s leadership change General Motors? 
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3. Can Amazon improve its delivery business through the use of aerial drones? 
 

4. Should fast food employees move forward with their efforts to unionize? 
 

5. Is raising the minimum wage in the interest of the American economy? 
 

6. Will the problems with the rollout of Obamacare strengthen the Republican Party 
as it goes into the next election? 

 
7. Is expansion of hunting in the United States warranted to control expanding wild 

animal populations? 
 

8. Will Paul Walker’s death increase awareness about hazardous driving? 
 

9. Will the conflict between the Cheney sisters undermine Liz Cheney’s Wyoming 
Senate campaign? 

 
10. What steps can be taken to provide better protection for public employee 

pensions? 
 

11. During a time of continued economic uncertainty, what is the source of the 
decline in America’s homeless population? 

 
12. Will the controversy over the suspension of the lead figure on Duck Dynasty do 

any significant harm to A&E networks’ viewership? 
 
International 

 
Easier Topics 

 
1. Can South Africa’s government protect the legacy of Nelson Mandela? 

 
2. Should the EU extend membership to Ukraine? 

 
3. Are China and Taiwan growing closer to eventual reunification? 

 
4. Is the Central African Republic on the verge of collapse? 

 
5. Was Pope Francis a good choice for Time’s Person of the Year? 

 
6. Can Lebanon keep the Syrian conflict from spilling across the border? 

 
7. Did the Philippine government fail in its response to the recent typhoon? 

 
8. Is China’s one-child policy causing unintended ill-effects? 

 
9. Will Narendra Modi become India’s next Prime Minister? 

 
10. Is Ukraine turning into a dictatorship? 
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11. Will the new President of Venezuela be another Hugo Chavez? 

 
12. What can the government of Thailand do to bring an end to political deadlock 

there? 
 

13. Should Great Britain encourage more immigration from Eastern Europe? 
 
More Difficult Topics 

 
1. Will America’s improved relations with Iran undermine its relationship with Israel? 

 
2. What can India do to curtail violence between ethnic groups? 

 
3. Will Kim Jong Un’s recent efforts to remove opponents from within the 

government strengthen his base of power? 
 

4. Is Bahrain in danger of becoming politically unstable in the wake of recent 
protests? 

 
5. Is the successful elimination of Syria’s chemical weapons stockpile dependent 

on Syrian military success against rebel groups? 
 

6. Is Germany’s Free Democratic Party on the verge of oblivion? 
 

7. Is the Turkish Government of Recep Tayip Erdogan drifting slowly toward 
authoritarianism? 

 
8. Is the Eurozone’s new banking union a good idea? 

 
9. Is the international community getting better at controlling the flow of radiological 

materials? 
 

10. Is Hamid Karzai’s stubbornness good for the Afghan people? 
 

11. Could Justin Trudeau become Canada’s next Prime Minister? 
 

12. Is Brazil’s economic success deteriorating? 
 

 


