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TOURNAMENT FORMAT OPTIONS 
1. Return to 16-team 4-day double elimination format. 
 
 Pros:  

1. Satisfy some coaches and parents. 
2. Provide the “state tournament experience” for all 16 teams. 
3. Traditional format. 

 
 Cons: 
 1. Does not meet the Board’s objectives for state basketball. 
 2. Facilities are not reserved. 
 
2. Continue 1st round at local sites, double elimination for “1’s” and single elimination 

for “2’s.” 
 
 Pros: 

1. Two-year cycle of the same format. 
2. Minimal changes needed (could prevent teams playing on their home court.) 

 
 Cons: 
 1. Same issues as in 2011. 
 

3.  Single elimination for first round games (“1’s” vs “2’s.”) 
  A. One classification on Tuesday and the other classification on Wednesday 

(classifications would rotate on alternating years), final eight continue in a 
double elimination modified format beginning on Thursday. 

 
  Pros: 

   1. All teams and fans would have the “state tournament experience” and PPP. 
  2. Expanded potential for opponents (draw.) 
  3. Prevents repeat of District matchups. 
  4. Reduces total number of sites needed for first round games. 
 
  Cons: 

   1. Increases 9 venue days to 15 (increased costs in facilities, staff, etc.) 
   2. Half of schools participating would have a day off between round one and 

round two (48 teams.) 
   3. Increases loss of school time (teams would travel on Monday; teams that 

continue to win would miss an entire week of school.) 
   4. Increases expenses for 48 participating schools. 
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   5. Fatigue factor for players becomes an issue (playing four out of five, or four 
out of four days in a row.) 

  6. Decreases revenue to the Association due to fewer games being played in 
the first round. 

 
B. Single elimination for the first round on Wednesday; one classification 

would play at the final site and the other classification would play in two 
other gyms secured in the area (classifications would rotate sites during 
alternating years.) 

 
  Pros: 

 1. All teams would be in the area of the state championship site. 
 2. All teams have the potential for the “state tournament experience” by 

playing in a larger venue. 
 3. College facility may be available. 
 4. Could reduce participating school expenses by going to final site for four 

days (versus three days at the final site plus one or two days at the first 
round site.) 

 5. Could prevent teams from playing on home court. 
 6. Officials would rotate assignments (same procedure as currently used at 

state tournament.) 
 7. Could sell all-tournament tickets for first round. 
 8. Would prevent repeat of District matchups. 

  9. Reduces total number of sites needed for first round games. 
 
  Cons: 

   1. Colleges rarely commit more than one year in advance. 
   2. If college facilities are not available, at least four high schools in the area. 

would need to be secured (for a total of 16 games.) 
   3. Increases 9 venue days to 12 (increased costs in facilities, staff, etc.) 
   4. College rental fees are higher than high school fees. 

  5. Decreases revenue to the Association due to fewer games being played in 
the first round. 

 
C. Single elimination for the first round with games played at local sites on the 

Friday and Saturday of the weekend prior to the final eight at the final sites 
(boys/girls would rotate days on alternating years.) 

 
   Pros: 

1. Could reduce travel for the majority of teams. 
2.  Fans could see both teams from same school (could travel to the second 

site on the second day.) 
3. Would not have same officials on second day. 
4. Reduces participating school expenses (one day versus two days.) 
5. Could prevent teams from playing on their home court. 

  6. Reduces total number of sites needed for first round games. 
 
  Cons: 

 1. Schools that win would travel twice in two weeks. 
 2. Could repeat District matchups. 
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  3. Decreases revenue to the Association due to fewer games being played in 
the first round. 

 
 
 
 
4. Options when teams are reduced to the final eight. 
 A. Single elimination for the final eight. 
  
  Pros: 

 1. Reduces expenses for schools that lose. 
 2. Yakima could utilize only one court on Saturday. 
 3. Only the four championship games would be played at each site on 

Saturday. 
 4. Reduces Association expenses. 
 
 Cons: 
 1. Fans may not travel for a “one and done.” 
 2. Schools may not travel. 

 
B. Modified double elimination for the final eight (and continue to play games 

through sixth place.) 
 
   Pros: 

 1. Fans might be more likely to travel in order to watch their team(s) play two 
games. 

 2. Schools might be more likely to travel in order to watch their team(s) play 
two games. 

 3. Maintains the format utilized in 2011. 
 
   Cons: 
   1. Makes for a long day on Saturday. 
 
 C. Modified double elimination for final eight without playing consolation 

games for final placings (would present two trophies for co-third and two 
trophies for co-fifth.) 

 
  Pros: 
  1. Reduces expenses for teams (eliminate Saturday expenses for four 

teams.) 
 2. Yakima could utilize only one court on Saturday. 
 3. Only the four championship games would be played at each site on 

Saturday. 
 4. Reduces Association expenses. 

 
  Cons: 
  1. Would upset schools where hardware is important. 


