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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
President Wendy Malich (Region B), Vice President Mike Ottis (District 6), Harlan Kredit (District 1), Pat 
McCarthy (District 2), Tim Thomsen (District 3), Mick Hoffman (District 4), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Greg 
Whitmore (District 7), Lori Wyborney (District 8), Ken Lindgren (District 9), Eric McCurdy (Region A),  
Pam Veltri (Region C) and Leta Meyer (At Large.) 
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 
Dave Tikker (WSSAAA), Ross Hjelseth (WFIS), Kevin Paustian (Fine Arts), Mike Nerland (WASA), Ed 
Laulainen and Rob Friese (WSCA), and Russ Brown (District Directors). 
 
WIAA STAFF 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, John Miller, and Brian Smith, Assistant 
Executive Directors; Janna Brinkman, Administrative Assistant to the Executive Director; and Leah 
Francis, Director of Finance and Operations.   
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD WORK SESSION 
The Board held a work session to review a historical perspective of the Association finances.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
WIAA Executive Board President Wendy Malich convened the Executive Board meeting at 3:10 PM on 
Saturday, March 21, 2015.  Vice President Mike Ottis led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
meeting resumed at 8:30 AM on Sunday, March 22, 2015.   
 
District Reports 
Each Board member gave a summary report of recent activities or issues within his/her respective 
district.   
 
District 1 
Harlan Kredit reported that the fall workshop date has been set for August 27; violations were reviewed; 
there is ongoing negotiation with WOA dealing with cancellations; there was discussion regarding a 
potential league policy regarding students operating game clocks; and coaches have been encouraged to 
share video of games leading up to regionals. 
  
District 2 
Pat McCarthy reported that vouchers were approved; amendments were discussed; violations were 
reviewed; both the KingCo and Metro leagues anticipate signing on with WPA; and the district meeting 
schedule for 2015-16 was finalized. 
 

District 3 

Tim Thomsen reported  that  amendments were reviewed; district and regional basketball was 
discussed; the benefit dinner and auction for Bob Jones was a terrific success; and several District 3 
representatives attended the memorial service for Terry Cavender. 
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District 4 
Mick Hoffman reported that several District 4 representatives have been assisting one of its member 
schools in organizing its athletic department; mediation solved some issues among the schools in the 
former coastal B league; accommodations awards will be done locally; amendments were reviewed; and 
the state basketball tournament format was discussed. 
 
District 5 
Rich Rouleau reported that accommodation award forms were distributed; amendments were 
discussed; winter district tournaments were reviewed; locations for semifinal football sites were 
discussed (District 5 is not in support of the Kibbie Dome); and determining sites for girls regional 
wrestling was reviewed. 
 
District 6 
Mike Ottis reported that a meeting has not been held since the last meeting.   
 
District 7 
Greg Whitmore reported that the regional sites and state basketball tournament format were discussed; 
amendments were reviewed; and the 2015-16 budget was approved. 
 
District 8 
Lori Wyborney reported that there was discussion about tickets and passes being handled through 
TicketsWest; and the amendments were reviewed. 
  
District 9 
Ken Lindgren reported that winter tournament revenues and expenses were analyzed; spring sports 
schedules and tournament formats were determined; amendments were reviewed; the process 
followed in dealing with a violation and working through district and WIAA rules was reviewed; the 
football coaches training was discussed; and there are concerns about long-standing combined 
programs that are breaking apart with schools attempting to determine how to serve their students. 
 
AUDIENCE 
REQUEST FOLLOWING SUPERINTENDENT’S SURVEY 
Kevin McKay, Superintendent, Zillah School District 
Mr. McKay summarized the work of Sharon Bowers , Toledo School District; Brian Talbot, Lakeside Nine 
Mile School District; Glen  Johnson, Cashmere School District; Mark Johnson, Nooksack Valley School 
District; and himself, five superintendents who conducted a survey of other superintendents and leaders 
of private schools (not coaches, athletic directors, principals, or community members) in determining 
the level of support to return to the 16-team state basketball tournament.  These five superintendents 
all have coaching backgrounds, a love for the sport, and a love for the 16-team tournament.  He shared 
that the survey was sent to the superintendents of the 295 member public school districts and the 
leaders of the 65 private member schools.  He added that they recognize the complexity of the issue but 
also believe the opportunity to play on the same floor where the state champion will be crowned and to 
have the same chance as every other team there should be paramount.  This group requested the Board 
collaborate with the group of five superintendents for the purpose of exploring a return to the state 
basketball tournament format that would have all 16 teams participating at the same site.  The Board 
expressed a willingness to be involved with providing data, committee membership, as well as any other 
service needed, including the use of the WIAA office. 
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● Thomsen/Rouleau moved to acknowledge the superintendent’s efforts to research the state 

basketball tournament format and request this group work with representatives of the 
Superintendent’s Advisory Council and WASA’s Ad Hoc representative on the WIAA Executive 
Board.  MOTION PASSED.  An appreciation for the positive and professional manner in which the 
information was shared and the request was made 

 
AUDIENCE 
REQUEST FROM SCHOOLS THAT HONOR THE SATURDAY SABBATH 
Jed Davis, Athletic Director, Northwest Yeshiva; Elaine Hinshaw, Communications/Public Relations 
Director of Walla Walla Valley Academy; Heather Jacobson, attorney; Gabe Acosta, prosecuting 
attorney; and several high school volleyball players. 
Elaine Hinshaw spoke on behalf of the group and expressed appreciation for the opportunity to present 
the request on behalf of eight additional schools, that accommodation be made at the state volleyball 
tournament for schools that honor the Saturday Sabbath.  While these schools originally held a 
philosophical opposition to competition, they now believe that competition contributes to the total 
experience for students.  Rather than request an accommodation for cross county, students are steered 
to compete in the 1600 and 3200 in track.  With the current two-day format for state volleyball, 
however, their students must end their involvement at the league level.  These schools maintain that 
legal and ethical conditions mandate an accommodation at state volleyball.  Ms. Hinshaw added that 
each league in which these eight schools are members support the accommodations, which also 
includes league and district tournaments. 
Jed Davis presented some scheduling options for a three-day  state volleyball tournament in which five 
criteria were considered - the state experience, logistics, time management, (fan) access, fairness, and 
honoring the precedent to avoid back-to-back matches.  He added that during the second weekend in 
November and a 4:15 pm Sabbath start on Friday, matches must conclude by 3:30 pm in order for teams 
to reach their destination before the beginning of the Sabbath. 
Heather Jacobsen, parent and lawyer in Washington specializing in federal law, added the opinion that 
since WIAA is a state actor, the 14th amendment mandates that reasonable accommodations must be 
provided, and that Nakashima vs the Oregon School Activities Association (OSAA)set precedent for such 
an accommodation.  She shared that both reasonable accommodation and undue hardship have a 
specific legal definition.  She stated that financial impact to the Association  will be minimal since the 
Yakima Valley SunDome would only need to be rented for one-half an additional day, and she closed by 
stating that a decision of the Board is expected by May 1 or the eight schools will file litigation. 
 
● Kredit/Lindgren moved to direct staff and WIAA legal counsel to investigate litigation in other 

states, potential schedules, facility availability, impact on other schools, and other factors, with 
a report to be made during the June 7-8, 2015 meeting.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
AUDIENCE 
REQUEST FOR A SCHOOL TO COMBINE WITH MORE THAN ONE SCHOOL ON A SPORT-BY-SPORT BASIS 
Representing the Lacrosse School District, Sandy Martin, Athletic Director, and Doug Curtis, Principal and 
Superintendent. 
Doug Curtis reported that smaller schools, and particularly Lacrosse High School, continue to lose 
students.  While Lacrosse has been combined with Kahlotus and Washtucna High Schools, the combined 
schools will not have enough students for a football team, and potentially a boys basketball team, 
during this next school year.  He requested that, with a goal to provide opportunities for students and to 
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retain as many students as possible, that in the sports where a team cannot be fielded, students be 
allowed to combine with different schools due to the travel distance from their residence to one school 
 
● Kredit/Lindgren moved to approve the request to allow the school to combine with more than 

one school in a sport for the 2015-16 school year; the school district will need to determine the 
process by which families will select the school, with board support for the school closest to the 
family residence.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
CONSENSUS ISSUES 
 
Mike Colbrese presented the agenda and consensus items. 
 

● Lindgren/Kredit moved to approve the agenda and the consensus items. PASSED. 
 
AFFILIATE GROUP REPORTS 
 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS (WASA) 
Mike Nerland reported that the Superintendent’s Advisory Committee (SAC) had a conference call 
earlier this week  to take a position on the amendments, which is included in the packet for Winter 
Coalition.  Mr. Nerland indicated that he is willing to meet with the WASA Executive Board to determine 
the means to provide the financial information to the superintendents. 
 
WASHINGTON SECONDARY SCHOOL ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS ASSOCIATION (WSSAAA) 
Dave Tikker reported that the conference is fast approaching, with 42 first or second year athletic 
directors who have applied for the grant for free registration.  More Leadership Training Institute (LTI) 
classes will be offered on Saturday and Sunday, as opposed to a week day.  The first middle school 
mentoring webinar was aired and was extremely successful. 
 
WASHINGTON FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS (WFIS) 
Ross Hjelseth shared the WFIS Board has not met since the last Board meeting.  He added that WFIS 
currently represents approximately 10% of the private school students in Washington. 
 
FINE ARTS – WASHINGTON MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION (WMEA) 
Forensics (Brent DeCracker):  No news at this time. 

 
Drama (Laurie Levine):  Washington Thespians State Conference  was  March 19, 20, 21, 2015 at 
Western Washington University in Bellingham.  The first day of the event is similar to the state 
solo/ensemble for music.  The top 10 percentile from districts compete in the areas of monologues, Duo 
scenes, musical acting, solo musical, duets, and group musical.  
 
Music (Kevin Paustian):  The WMEA Board has one more proposed rule change for the 2016 State Solo 
and Ensemble Contest.   The State Solo and Ensemble Contest will be April 24-25, on the Central 
Washington University campus in Ellensburg.  
 
Bruce and Jo Caldwell have announced their retirement from WMEA, effective July , 2015. Bruce is the 
Executive Director for WMEA and has been vital in contributing to the success of the organization.   Jo is 
the Publications Manager for WMEA and produces documents, programs and publications that are 
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second to none. They will be sorely missed.  The search for a new Executive Director has begun, 
following the formal Succession Plan adopted by the WMEA Board. 
 
Bruce and Susan Gutgesell have decided to leave WMEA to pursue new challenges.   As the Student 
Events Coordinator, Bruce managed all of the student events with skill, talent and humor. As the WMEA 
Finance Coordinator, Susan was instrumental in revamping WMEA procedures, and helping to lead all of 
our regions into compliance, with sound business practices. Their service and commitment to music 
educators and students have touched the lives of thousands, and the Gutgesells will be greatly missed in 
the WMEA office. 

 
WASHINGTON STATE COACHES ASSOCIATION (WSCA) 
Ed Laulainen and Rob Friese reported that the next meeting with the Board and sports representatives is 
forthcoming where the amendments will be reviewed and financial reports will be shared, including a 
report of the winter football coaches clinic. 
 
DISTRICT DIRECTORS 
Russ Brown reported that the district directors will meet immediately following Winter Coalition to  
develop and adopt their core beliefs, mission statement and committed statements. 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CALENDAR AND CULMINATING EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 
Pat McCarthy shared the listing of schools and tournaments by classification for the 2014-16 
classification cycle (Attachment # 1.) 
 
Brian Smith reported that staff has been investigating potential sites for a third state track meet.  By 
holding two classifications at each of three sites, all state track and field meets could be held in a two-
day period.  After a tour of the new facility at Eisenhower High School, he believes that site could 
accommodate a state meet.  He added that the pool of certified track and field officials continues to 
grow. 
 
Brian Smith shared the challenges in running the State Gymnastics Meet in the Exhibition Hall at the 
Tacoma Dome, when none of the Tacoma schools offer gymnastics.  Transporting the equipment alone 
costs nearly $10,000. 
   
Andy Barnes presented the initial findings of the special golf committee that met on February 26, 2015.  
The committee recommended a team format for the 3A and 4A classifications, with all other 
classifications remaining with individual qualifications.  Following a team format would increase the 
number of allocations, although the specific number has not yet been determined.  Staff was directed to 
continue to work with the committee in order to provide more information to the Board during the June 
7-8, 2015 meeting. 
 
Pat McCarthy presented the request on behalf of the Washington State Cheer Coaches Association 
(WSCCA) and the Washington State Cheer Judges Association (WSCJA) to move the State Cheerleading 
Championships from the last Saturday in January to the second Saturday in March.  The Board 
acknowledged receipt of the request but took no action to change the date.  Cindy Adsit added that, in 
order to solicit input on a number of issues, a survey will be sent to all schools with cheerleading on June 
1.  Determination of the scheduling of the state event can be added to that survey. 
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HANDBOOK SUB-COMMITTEE 
Lori Wyborney reported that staff will be working with school representatives in different areas of the 
state to clarify WIAA handbook rule 18.19.0, the eighth grade participation rule.  While the intent of the 
rule is to allow 1B and 2B schools to utilize eighth graders to salvage their high school programs, the 
application and understanding of the rule varies a great deal.  Based upon low participation numbers 
and support from their representative leagues, waivers to allow eighth graders to salvage high school 
programs have been granted to 1A, 2A and 4A schools.  The Board will review the proposed editorial 
changes for clarification during the June 7-8, 2015, meeting.  The Board placed a moratorium on waiving 
the rule for 1A schools or above until the rule is clarified.  
 
Lori Wyborney shared that while there are several references in the handbook to the minimum practice 
requirement, currently there is no rule stating such.  As an editorial change, staff is recommending that 
17.12.2 be included in the 2015-16 handbook. 
 

17.12.2 – Minimum Practice Requirement: Each student is required to complete the minimum 
number of practices in a specific sport the day before participating in a game. The minimum 
number is included in the specific sport sections of the WIAA Handbook. 

 
● Thomsen/Kredit moved to approve the editorial change. MOTION PASSED. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 
Year-To-Date  
Leah Francis presented the year-to-date report, which includes comparisons with financials last year at 
the same time and comparisons with budget projections.  Target attendance/revenue is based upon a 
five-year average of attendance.  While attendance and revenue is up for winter events, the overall 
attendance is still below budget projections. 
 

● Wyborney/Kredit moved to accept the year-to-date report.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

2015-16 Association Budget - Second Reading 
Leah Francis provided the second draft of the 2015-16 Association budget.  Mike Ottis added that, in 
order to balance the budget, the finance sub-committee recommended to eliminate revenue shares as a 
line item, to incorporate incremental member fee increases, and to increase adult ticket prices by $1.00 
beginning in 2015-16. 
 

● Veltri/Thomsen moved on second reading to approve the 2015-16 Association budget.  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
 
REQUESTS FOR ACTION 
 
CURT AND CHEE CHEE BRUSKLAND AWARD 
Mike Colbrese provided a summary of the involvement of Curt and Chee Chee Bruskland as an 
explanation for the significance of the award presented annually during the WIAA Coaches School.  The 
staff recommends Jim Caughlin, longtime teacher and administrator for Tacoma Schools, who has been 
working the pass gate for football, basketball, gymnastics and track for at least 30 years. 
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● Wyborney/McCurdy moved to approve Jim Caughlin for the 2015 Curt and Chee Chee Bruskland 

Award.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
 2015-16 Spring Allocations 
Andy Barnes presented the spring allocations and draws for review and adoption.  He added that the 
District combinations are reflected in both the allocations and the draws.  He explained that he and 
Cindy Adsit initially conduct the draws, which are then proofed jointly by all administrative staff before 
they are presented to the Board.   He added that based on Board policy, the draws in those events 
where all the qualified individuals or teams come together at the same site are not published until after 
all individuals or teams have qualified (volleyball, softball and tennis), whereas the draws where travel is 
required during the first and second rounds are published after adoption (baseball, football and soccer.) 
 

●  Lindgren/Kredit moved to approve the 2015 and 2016 spring allocations.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

● McCarthy/Wyborney moved to approve the 2015 and 2016 baseball, soccer, softball, and tennis 
draws as presented.  MOTION PASSED.  Note:  The baseball and soccer draws will be posted by 
April 15, 2015; the softball and tennis draws will be posted on May 24, 2015. 
 

1B/2B Girls Golf Allocations 
Andy Barnes reported that, although there may be more 1B and 2B schools that offer golf, only 17 1B 
and 2B schools meet the team definition for golf.  19 schools that meet the team definition are needed 
in order to have their own 8-entry tournament (40 Golfers).  He presented the options developed by the 
staff for consideration.  Andy Barnes clarified that only schools that have a minimum of two golfers 
qualify for the second day of the tournament can earn a team trophy in golf. 
 
Option 1:  Waive Handbook rule 25.1.1A and allow for 1B/2B Girls to have an 8-entry tournament and 
be hosted with 1B/2B Boys at Columbia Point Golf Course. 
 
 - 1B/2B Boys and Girls at same site: 40 Girls, 40 Boys, 80 total golfers 
 - 1A Boys and Girls at same site: 40 Girls, 80 Boys, 120 total golfers 
 - Allows coach to oversee both boys and girls teams if necessary 
 - Allows 1B/2B qualifying to be separate from 1A 
 - Approved 1B girls soccer to have a 4-entry tournament last allocation cycle 
 
Option 2:  Waive Handbook rule 25.1.1A and allow for 1B/2B Girls to have a modified entry (6 Entry: 30 
golfers) and be hosted with 1B/2B Boys at Columbia Point Golf Course. 
 - 1B/2B Boys and Girls at same site: 30 Girls, 40 Boys, 70 total golfers 
 - 1A Boys and Girls at same site: 40 Girls, 80 Boys, 120 total golfers 
 - Allows coach to oversee both boys and girls teams if necessary 
 - Allows 1B/2B qualifying to be separate from 1A 
 - Follows precedent set by 1B girls soccer 4-entry approval 
 
Option 3:  Combine 1B/2B/1A Girls Golf for a 16 entry tournament to be hosted with 1B/2B Boys 8-entry 
tournament at Columbia Point. 
 - 1B/2B District Qualifying will be with 1A, potential for less 1B/2B golfers at state 
 - 1B & 2B Boys and Girls at same site: 80 Girls, 40 Boys, 120 total golfers 
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 - 1A Boys and Girls at different sites, will not allow for coach to oversee both programs 
 - 1A Boys 16 entry at Sun Willows Golf Course 
 - Allows 1B/2B coach to oversee both boys and girls teams if necessary 
 
Option 4:  Combine 1B/2B/1A Girls Golf for a 16 entry tournament. 1B/2B Boys would be with 1A Boys at 
Sun Willows Golf Course. 
 - 1B/2B District Qualifying will be with 1A, potential for less 1B/2B golfers at state 
 - 80 total golfers at Columbia Point 
 - 120 total golfers at Sun Willows Golf Course 
 - 1A Boys and Girls at different sites 
 - 1B/2B Boys and Girls at different sites, will not allow 1B/2B coach to oversee both boys and 

girls teams 
 

● Lindgren/Wyborney moved to option 2.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
WIAA/WOA Negotiations 
Mike Ottis shared that the WIAA/WOA committee has met once to negotiate fees and the RTO 
agreement. 
 
WMEA Rule Change 
Kevin Paustian presented the proposed change to the 2016 State Solo and Ensemble Contest.  Both 
proposals focus on the reality of finding appropriate music. 
  
Change rule 1.6.1 to read as shown, add rules 1.6.2 and 1.6.3, and renumber rules that follow: 
 
 1.6.1     Individual students performing in ensembles on woodwind, brass or string instruments 

at the regional contest by playing an instrument listed in the Woodwinds, Brass or String 
Divisions’ solo categories and must perform on the same instrument at the state contest, 
though the part may change. (E.g., a student may not change from clarinet to bass clarinet, 
though that student could change from Clarinet 3 to Clarinet 2.) 

 
 1.6.2     Percussionists in ensembles qualify as “Percussion” category and may perform on any 

percussion instrument(s) at regional and state contests. 
 
 1.6.3     Vocalists in ensembles qualify as “Vocal” category and may sing any vocal part in the 

regional and state contests. (E.g., at regional a vocalist could sing Soprano 1 on piece 1 and Alto 
on piece 2, and then sing Soprano 2 at state.) 

 
● Whitmore/Wyborney  moved to approve the proposed change.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
1B/2B Wrestling Tournament Format Request 
John Miller summarized that the number of 1B and 2B schools did not meet the team definition to fill a 
16-entry bracket, but were more than necessary for an 8-entry bracket.  After meeting with a 
representative group of coaches and administrators from those schools, the 1B and 2B schools are 
requesting an experiment of 25.1.0.D that would adjust the number of qualifiers, to be effective with 
the 2015-16 state event.  This group appreciates the consideration given to the small schools with 
unique issues. He added that he will work with the wrestling coaches to determine the regional 
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wrestling format.  He added that, while it has been a long-standing practice and is a board policy, he 
recommended the weight management procedures be included in the 2015-16 handbook. 
 

● Whitmore/Lindgren  moved to approve the experiment for 1B/2B wrestling.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

● Lindgren/Hoffman  moved to approve that weight management procedures and the timelines 
for determining the number of teams for allocation purposes be included in the 2015-16 
handbook.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
Approval of 2015 Regional Baseball Sites 
Cindy Adsit presented the 2015 regional baseball sites.  She is waiting for confirmation of the Spokane 
area sites, and will attempt to line up some back up sites in Yakima and/or the Tri Cities for the 3A and 
4A Region IV games. 
 

● Wyborney/Hoffman  moved to approve the 2015 regional baseball sites as presented.  MOTION 
PASSED (Attachment # 2.) 

 
2015 State Track and Field Meet Schedules 
Brian Smith presented the 2015 Track and Field schedules both for the 1B, 2B and 1A meet as well as the 
2A, 3A and 4A meets.  Both sites will follow a three-day schedule due to the number of allocations in all 
classifications.  He added that he and Harlan Kredit toured the new track and field facility at Eisenhower 
High School.  They both felt that that site could accommodate a state meet, which would add a third site 
and all tournaments could be reduced to two days.  Tim Thomsen commended Brian Smith for his work 
in developing a Track Advisory Committee, which has been instrumental in standardizing procedures not 
only for the state meets, but for the district qualifying meets as well. 
 

● Kredit/McCurdy moved to approve the 2015 State Track and Field Meet schedules.  MOTION 
PASSED.  The schedules will be posted on the WIAA Website and distributed during the Winter 
Coalition meeting. 

 
Violation by Inglemoor High School 
Mike Colbrese summarized discussions with the Inglemoor administration regarding the two violations 
of exceeding the girls basketball roster limit and WIAA handbook rule 18.3.0 at the regional and state 
level.  The postseason roster limit for basketball is twelve (12).  WIAA handbook rule 18.3.0 specifies 
that only players who are currently eligible to participate in an activity may appear in the team uniform 
on the team bench.  The letter of violation has been sent to the school. 
 

● Thomsen/Rouleau moved that for the violations that occurred during the regional basketball 
game played on February 28, 2015, Inglemoor High School will be fined $500 and the coach will 
be suspended for the first two varsity games of the 2015-16 season.  The Board will determine 
the penalty to be assessed regarding the violation that occurred at the state tournament during 
the June 7-8, 2015 WIAA Executive Board meeting.  MOTION PASSED.  NOTE:  Pat McCarthy and 
Eric McCurdy abstained from voting. 

 
PLANNING 
 
2014-15 Event Updates 
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Review of Winter Sports and State Events 
Cindy Adsit reported that the 2015 State Cheerleading Championships had the highest attendance to 
date for that event.  The University of Washington is a terrific site, and staff would like to secure it as a 
permanent site, but availability is contingent upon Pac 12 men’s and women’s basketball and 
gymnastics schedules. 
 
Cindy Adsit presented a summary of participation in both the regional and state basketball tournaments 
(Attachment #3.)  Board members shared comments heard during the state events in which they 
attended.  There was an observed low attendance during the 3A, 4A consolation games, while key 
games were well attended.  Governor Jay Inslee attended the finals at 3A, 4A and has invited the 
championship teams to the governor’s mansion the end of this month. 
 
Spring Tournament Sign-up Sheet 
Mike Colbrese circulated a sign-up sheet for board members to sign up to present awards during the 
spring state championship events.  He also requested board members verify their home addresses in the 
event information needs to be sent to that address. 
 
WINTER COALITION 
The Winter Coalition will be held on Monday, March 23, at the Red Lion Hotel in Renton, which is the 
same site, but with a different name, from last year.  The meeting will begin at 9 am, with discussion of 
the Association’s finances and amendments paramount on the agenda.  Cindy Adsit will oversee the 
presentation of the Gareth Giles plaques to the two honorees. 
 
PROPOSED CALENDAR FOR 2015-16 
Cindy Adsit presented the proposed calendar for 2015-16. 
 

● Lindgren/Meyer  moved to approve the 2015-16 proposed calendar with corrections.  MOTION 
PASSED (Attachment #4.) 

 
Coaches School Updates 
Mike Colbrese reported that Cam Taylor, in conjunction with Cal Johnson, has been transitioning 
oversight of the Coaches School following the retirement of Jim Meyerhoff. 
 
REPORTS, UPDATES, AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
HALL OF FAME  
Andy Barnes shared that, as a cost-saving measure for this year, and to establish an every-other-year-
precedent, he distributed the 2015 inductees for the Hall of Fame.  Those individuals will be recognized 
during the 2016 Hall of Fame ceremony. 
 
EMERALD CITY KICKOFF CLASSIC 
Andy Barnes reported that Husky Stadium will be the site and staff will work to promote the matchups 
and event as a whole for Saturday, September 5. 
 
EMERALD CITY VOLLEYBALL INVITATION 
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Andy Barnes shared that staff anticipates the event will be held at Mercer Island High School on Friday, 
September 4. 
 
NATIVE AMERICAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Mike Colbrese reported that the committee is becoming more active in WIAA matters and sending 
representatives to attend the advisory committee meeting.  The tribes are in the process of developing 
the means by which the ad hoc representative to the WIAA Executive Board will be selected. 
 
EDUCATION BASED ATHLETIC ROUNDTABLE REPORT 
Mike Colbrese shared that 17 college representatives attended the Education Based Athletic Roundtable 
meeting that was held on Thursday, March 19, 2015.  Wendy Malich added that the new NCAA 
representative was helpful in outlining the NCAA eligibility requirements. 
 
LEGAL REPORT 
John Olson reported that eligibility appeals have gone smoothly, with all cases resolved to date through 
the eligibility process. 
 
FOOTBALL UPDATE 
John Miller updated the Board on football coaches technique training opportunities.    Mick Hoffman, 
Greg Whitmore, Mike Colbrese and John all attended the USA Football conference which outlined.  John 
has scheduled a meeting on March 31 involving risk management groups in Washington, WIAA legal 
counsel and USA Football to come to resolution on the agreement USA Football are requesting of 
schools that complete the training.  He indicated that since schools are not restricted on who conducts 
the specific trainings, schools will be able to meet the deadline of training for head football coaches in 
the fall of 2015.  The blocking/tackling component is the only “hands-on” requirement; the concussion 
management, heat & hydration, helmet fitting, can be completed through online courses. 
 
ELIGIBILITY REPORT 
John Miller provided the summary of eligibility hearings that have been held since 2010-11.  The number 
of appeals hear at this point in the school year is significantly less than in previous years.  He attributed 
that reduction to the ability of the eligibility committees to rule on appeals without holding an actual 
appeal.  Brian Smith added that the online eligibility clinic that is required for all athletic directors to 
complete will be posted online on May 3, 2015. 
 
JUST PLAY FAIR!  
Brian Smith reviewed the fall and winter ejection report summary, which shows a reduction in player 
ejections in all sports.  He reiterated that school athletic directors need to submit the online report of an 
ejection as soon as possible.  Leta Meyer shared that ejections in the Greater Spokane League are 
significantly lower due to the sportsmanship summit that was held in the fall.  She commended Brian 
Smith for his role at that summit. 
 
LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
Mike Colbrese explained that he and the WIAA lobbist, Lisa Thatcher, testified on behalf of a bill 
regarding sudden cardiac arrest, which is patterned after the Lystedt Law.   The bill has passed through 
the Senate and the House Education Committee.  He anticipates it will pass through the House of 
Representatives.  John Miller added that he met with representatives of the Nick of Time Foundation, 
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which has templates in place regarding implementation of the program.  Certification in sudden cardiac 
arrest would be available similar to what is currently available for concussion management.    
 
MARKETING/MEDIA INFORMATION UPDATES 
Mike Colbrese shared that negotiations continue with Dairy Farmers and Les Schwab Tires for continuing 
the corporate partnership. 
 
NFHS 
Mike Colbrese shared that even though attendance rebounded at the winter events, the targeted 
revenue is below projections.  For professional development, networking with other state 
representatives, and recognition, the consensus was that staff and board members should continue to 
attend the NFHS summer meeting when possible. 
 
FEATURES AND ARTICLES 
Mike Colbrese provided a series of articles and features of interest to the Board. 
 
REVIEW OF MARCH BOARD MEETING ACTION 
Andy Barnes reviewed action taken by the Board during this meeting. 
 
REVIEW OF BOARD MEETING 
Executive board members provided input regarding the meeting format. 

 
● Lindgren/Wyborney moved to go into executive session at 3:45 PM on Saturday, March 21, 

2015.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
● Lindgren/Veltri moved to come out of executive session at 6:10 PM.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
● McCurdy/Whitmore moved to go into executive session at 2:20 PM on Sunday, March 22, 2015.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
● Lindgren/Thomsen moved to come out of executive session at 3:35 PM on Sunday, March 22, 

2015.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

● Lindgren/Wyborney moved to adjourn at 3:40 PM on Sunday, March 22, 2015. MOTION PASSED. 
 
 
Submitted by:       
Wendy Malich, WIAA Board President     
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder   
 
Next Meeting:  June 7-8, 2015 | 10 AM 


