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  WASHINGTON INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 

WIAA Executive Board Conference Call 
May 6, 2013  |  WIAA OFFICE 

 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 

President Harlan Kredit (District 1), Vice President Ken Lindgren (District 9), Craig Olson (District 2), Ed Ploof 

(District 3), Tim Graham (District 4), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Mike Ottis (District 6), Joe Feist (District 7), and Eric 

McCurdy, (Region A). 

 

WIAA STAFF PRESENT 

Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, and John Miller, Assistant Executive Directors. 

 

INTERLAKE HIGH SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT 

Art Kuehn, Athletic Director, and Jesse Brown, Softball Coach. 

 

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT 

Stark Porter, Athletic Director.  

 

DISTRICT 2 REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT 

Tom Doyle, District Director 

 

GREETING 

Mr. Kedit greeted and introduced the WIAA Executive Board. 

 

SUMMARY OF SUPPORT MATERIALS FROM ALL GROUPS 

•   During a softball game played at Interlake HS on Monday, April 9, a Liberty HS batter was hit in the 

head by a pitch.  The player was startled and had tears in her eyes.  The umpire had her sit down and 

asked her what day it was.  She told him she didn’t know because it was spring break, then said 

“Tuesday.” 

• The umpire told the coach that it was an area of emphasis this year, and that she was out of the game 

and could not play. 

• The Liberty HS coach asked if the player could come back into the game. The umpire said that the 

player was done and could not return without being cleared for concussion. 

•  The Liberty HS coach protested the game at that time, believing that the player did not have a 

concussion and should have been allowed to return to play.  

• WIAA staff verified a misapplication of NFHS softball rule 10-2-3-K by the umpire and the protest was 

heard by the KingCo League. 

• The KingCo League determined that the protest was invalid. 

• Liberty HS appealed the KingCo League decision to the District 2 appeals board. 

• The District 2 appeals board overturned the Kingco League decision.  After verification from WOA 

regarding the authority of an official, the District found that an official can remove a player from a 

contest if the signs or symptoms of a concussion are observed.  That, however, is where the 

jurisdiction of an official ends regarding that player.  After a player has been removed from the field 

of play, he/she becomes the responsibility of that team’s coach, and the coach determines whether 

or not the player may reenter.  An official does not have the authority to diagnose a concussion. 

• Interlake HS appealed the decision of the District 2 appeals board to the WIAA Executive Board. 
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INTERLAKE PRESENTATION 

Mr. Kuehn and Mr. Brown presented the following: 

• Interlake HS believes that the umpire did have the authority not only to remove the player, but in 

order to meet the conditions of the Lystedt Law, that the player could not return to play until being 

cleared by an individual trained in concussion management. 

•   All precautions on the side of safety for the player should be paramount. 

• Mr. Brown indicated that if the player would have been allowed to reenter the contest, he would 

have protested the game at the point since no medical personnel were on site to diagnose a 

concussion. 

 

LIBERTY PRESENTATION 

Mr. Porter presented the following: 

• Player safety should be a priority. 

• While coaches are required to complete First Aid, CPR and concussion management, officials are not 

required to meet any of those requirements.  He added that only qualified individuals should 

determine whether or not a player has suffered a concussion. 

•   While the umpire does have the authority to remove a player from a contest if signs and symptoms of 

a concussion are evident, that umpire does not have the authority to diagnose a concussion and 

determine that the player cannot return to play. 

• Simply being hit in the head does not necessarily mean a concussion has occurred, particularly with 

the helmets that are now worn by all batters. 

• The coach did not believe that she had suffered a concussion and would have reentered her into the 

game. 

 

DISTRICT 2 APPEAL BOARD PRESENTATION 

Mr. Doyle summarized the decision of the District 2 appeals board. 

 • Though feeling conflicted with the perception that protocol overrides player safety, the District 2 

appeals board believed that umpire misapplied the rule and did not have the authority to determine 

that the player could not return to play. 

 

Following the presentation, Mr. Porter, Mr. Kuehn, and Mr. Doyle responded to questions by WIAA Board 

members. 

 

Mr. Kredit thanked Mr. Porter, Mr. Kuehn, and Mr. Doyle and dismissed them from the call. 

 

BOARD DISCUSSION 

The Board discussion centered on concerns about the authority of officials and of schools regarding concussion 

management and player safety.  Mr. Colbrese shared that he contacted Bob Colgate, NFHS Director of Sports and 

Sports Medicine.  Mr. Colgate reiterated that officials have the authority to remove a player from a contest if 

unconscious or if signs or symptoms of a concussion are evident, but not to diagnose a concussion, or not allow the 

player the return to play.   

 

Olson/Graham moved to uphold the District 2 decision.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Kredit thanked the Board for their involvement and adjourned the meeting at 7:55 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


