
   WASHINGTON INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 
WIAA Executive Board Minutes 

December 7-8, 2014  |  WIAA OFFICE 
 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
President Wendy Malich (Region B), Vice President Mike Ottis (District 6), Harlan Kredit (District 1), Pat 
McCarthy (District 2), Tim Thomsen (District 3), Mick Hoffman (District 4), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Greg 
Whitmore (District 7), Lori Wyborney (District 8), Ken Lindgren (District 9), Eric McCurdy (Region A), Pam 
Veltri (Region C) and Jim Piccolo, substituting for Leta Meyer who recently had knee replacement 
surgery. 
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 
Chris Woods (AWSP),  Dave Tikker (WSSAAA), Kevin Paustian (Fine Arts), Brian Ellis (AMLPA), Mike 
Nerland (WASA), Chris Nieuwenhuis (WSDDA), Ross Hjelseth (WFIC), Ed Laulainen (WSCA), and Bob Kirk 
(District Directors). 
 
WIAA STAFF 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, John Miller and Brian Smith, Assistant 
Executive Directors; Janna Brinkman, Administrative Assistant to the Executive Director; Leah Francis, 
Director of Finance and Operations;  Andy Knapp, Director of Marketing, Promotions and Corporate 
Partners;  Conor Laffey, Sports and Activities Information Director; Katelyn Lambert and Jenn Purcell , 
WIAA Interns. 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD WORK SESSION 
Mick Hoffman shared the athletic culture and climate via core covenants developed by the Vancouver  
School District, which led into a work session regarding the WIAA’s healthy culture.    Mike Colbrese 
summarized the results of the survey that was sent to all schools regarding that school’s culture 
(Attachment #1).   Ross Hjelseth praised the Board for its efforts.  He added that one of the roles of any 
board is to continually review its policies and procedures and determine appropriate changes. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
WIAA Executive Board President Wendy Malich convened the Executive Board meeting at 1:10 PM on 
Sunday, December 7, 2014.  Vice President Mike Ottis led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
District Reports 
Board members were asked to lead a discussion in their district meetings about “what is the value 
brought to schools through sports programs” and share their findings. 
 
District 1 
Harlan Kredit reported that respect, hard work, teaching good character, inclusion, and good coaches 
were a benefit.  He added that Mike Colbrese attended the last district meeting, and presented plaques 
to Nicki Luper, Oak Harbor High School Athletic Director, for that school’s football team’s support of 
Marysville-Pilchuck High School in dealing with the recent shooting at that school, and to Greg Erickson, 
Marysville School District Athletic Director, for the response by the Marysville-Pilchuck’s football team. 
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District 2 
Pat McCarthy reported that sports programs keep students connected to the schools and on track to 
graduate, serve as an extension of the classroom, teach students how to control failure and handle 
adversity, provide an avenue for servant leadership, and give students structure. 
 

District 3 

Tim Thomsen reported that sports programs build character faster than through other means and that 
outcomes are research based and easily transferred to other aspects of life (in the classroom, in later life, 
etc.).   Wendy Malich presented the idea of a book review during future board meetings. 
 
District 4 
Mick Hoffman reported that sports programs mandate that coaches are trained for a higher level of 
accountability in working with students, that students have a comparable accountability due to eligibility 
requirements, less expensive than non-school programs. 
 
District 5 
Rich Rouleau reported that participation in activities programs helps students develop a  hard work ethic, 
build self-confidence and develop skills to handle competitive situations 
 
District 6 
Mike Ottis reported that the district meeting is upcoming. 
 
District 7 
Greg Whitmore reported that the NFHS case for athletics is a great resource for schools.   Students who 
participate in activity programs tend to have higher grade-point averages, better attendance records, 
lower dropout rates and fewer discipline problems than students generally.  Activity programs provide 
valuable lessons for practical situations – team- work, sportsmanship, and hard work.  
 
District 8 
Lori Wyborney reported that providing equal access for all students is key with school program offerings. 
 
District 9 
Ken Lindgren reported that strength of character, core principles, and the cultural experience in 
competing with foreign exchange students and in different environments is invaluable. 
 
CONSENSUS ISSUES 
 
Mike Colbrese presented the consensus issues for review. 
 

● Wyborney/Rouleau moved to approve the agenda and the consensus items. MOTION 
APPROVED. 

 
AFFILIATE GROUP REPORTS 
 
Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP), HIGH SCHOOL 
Chris Woods shared that four major issues are brewing during this legislative session - core 24, students 
in classes of 2019 and later will be required to complete 24 courses (six periods a day at four hours per 
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period would generate 24 courses with no room for errors); school accreditation, which is time 
consuming, costly, and schools are questioning the need for accreditation; state assessments and high 
school proficiency exams - three different assessments/testing take a significant number of days for the 
testing, which takes students out of the classroom for general learning; technology needs - will schools 
be prepared for online testing;  tpep - a great process for evaluating teachers, but it is very time 
consuming.  All teachers will be on tpep beginning next year.   Chris encouraged board members to 
contact their legislators directly to provide input regarding proposed legislation. 
 
 

STATE PRINCIPALS ASSOCIATION (AWSP), JUNIOR HIGH 
Brian Ellis shared some thoughts from the middle level advisory board on how to potentially increase 
membership among Washington middle schools: develop some regional activities; provide a separate 
middle level school handbook; encourage middle level athletic directors to attend WIAA meetings; 
provide workshops, etc., with “best practices” to improve participation and funding; reduce student 
eligibility requirements; find a way to equalize competition, and provide more support for non-athletic 
activities; and sharing sportsmanship programs that are effective. 
 
WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION (WSDDA) 
Chris Nieuwenhuis, current WSDDA president, reported that a new director has been selected; new 
government relations person has been secured to work with the state legislature; federal distribution of 
funds is a concern; and WSDDA bylaws may by changed in order to secure a person for the honorary 
WIAA executive board position. 
 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS (WASA) 
Mike Nerland reported that many of the issues described by Chris Woods impact many districts.  He 
added that the passage of Initiative 1351 (mandated smaller class size) is a good thing, but currently 
there is no funding mechanism for implementation.  He shared that the Superintendent’s advisory 
committee met with a focus on communication; districts being encouraged to invite superintendents to 
meetings; and that a basketball survey that was sent by a couple of superintendents (not affiliated with 
WASA or the committee) to all superintendents that did not include financial information  will be 
discussed during the next meeting in February. 
 
WASHINGTON SECONDARY SCHOOL ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS ASSOCIATION (WSSAAA) 
Dave Tikker provided a tentative draft of the conference schedule which is considerably different than in 
previous years, and a list of new athletic directors who will be offered registration and an LTC class at no 
cost.  He added that the online LTC classes have been provided through the WSSAAA Website, which 
currently is the only program of its kind in the country);  that a future meeting of the league mentors is 
being planned;  the national conference (NIAAA) will be in Washington DC next week;  additional one-
day middle level athletic director workshops are being planned; Robert Polk will take over (from Jim 
Piccolo) the LTC training; WSSAA has presented a proposal to the Association requesting funding which 
could cover registration for the annual conference for new athletic directors in the future. 
 
WASHINGTON FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
Ross Hjelseth shared that USA Football has been designated by the national football coaches association 
and the NFHS as the model for youth football policies, procedures, and educational opportunities.  He 
added that WFIS partners with the federal government for programs where funding is available, with 
the WIAA and with the office of the private school advisory personnel (with OSPI) regarding legislative 
concerns.  He added that, while representation on the WFIS board is based upon type of 
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school/denomination, not primarily on geographical area, the Washington Tribal Schools are not 
members of WFIS and operate under a different financial model.   
 
WASHINGTON STATE COACHES SSOCIATION (WSCA) 
Ed Laulainen shared the WSCA board was meeting at the same time.  John Miller attended a portion of 
that meeting and shared with that board a summary of board action authorizing the special committees 
and recommendations from those committees and that Sports Medicine Advisory Committee 
recommended that football coaches be trained in tackling techniques and safety issues.  Ed added that 
safety will be the focus of the upcoming football coaches conference in January. 
 
FINE ARTS – WASHINGTON MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 
Forensics  
Andy Barnes reported that, due to construction taking place on the campus of Gonzaga University,  that 
the Individual Events, Student Congress and State Debate may need to be held on the campus of the 
University of Puget Sound this year, but will return to Gonzaga University next year. 
 
Drama (Laurie Levine) 
Drama dates for 2014-15:   
January 17 - IE Festival Eastside, Spokane 
January 31 - IE Festival Northwest, Mountlake Terrace High School  
February 7 - IE Festival Southwest, Olympia High School 
March 19, 20, 21 – State Festival – WWU, Bellingham, WA 
March 21 – Jr. Thespians, WWU, Bellingham, WA 
The October In-Service held at Garfield High School was a huge success.  With Ann Rene Joseph as the 
keynote speaker, 64 drama teachers and 285 high school students doing master classes in acting and 
technical work attended.      
                              
Music (Kevin Paustian) 
The WMEA Board has discussed and approved one proposed rule change for the 2016 State Solo & 
Ensemble Contest for WIAA Executive Board review and adoption. 
 
DISTRICT DIRECTORS 
Bob Kirk reported that the district directors will meet on January 21.  Jim Piccolo added that three to five 
district directors will retire within the next few years. 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CALENDAR AND CULMINATING EVENTS SUBCOMMITTEE 
Pat McCarthy reinforced that, whenever possible, the WIAA should continue its policy that state 
tournament sites should be approved two years in advance.  While Safeco Field is the priority field for 
3A, 4A Baseball, the availability of that facility is contingent upon the Mariner schedule, so the baseball 
sites are set annually.  He recommended that the Board approve the 1B, 2B State Baseball at Wheeler 
Field in Centralia and 3A, 4A Baseball at GESA Stadium in Pasco. 
 

● Whitmore/McCurdy moved to approve the 2015 1B, 2B State Baseball at Wheeler Field in 
Centralia and 3A, 4A Baseball at GESA Stadium in Pasco.  MOTION APPROVED. 
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Pat McCarthy reported that John Miller met with the City of Spokane and worked out conditions for 
rental of the Merkel Sports Complex for the 2015 and 2016 4A Fast pitch State Tournament and also 
recommended that the 1A Fast pitch State Tournament remain in Richland in 2015 and 2016. 
 

● Rouleau/Kredit moved to approve the 2015 and 2016 4A State Softball at Merkel Sports 
Complex in Spokane and 1A State Softball at Columbia Playfields in Richland. MOTION 
APPROVED. 

 
Pat McCarthy recommended that 4A Boys and Girls State Tennis remain in Richland. 
 

● Rouleau/Wyborney moved to approve 2015 4A tennis at the Columbia Basin Racquet Club, 
Richgland and Hanford High Schools.   MOTION APPROVED. 

 
Andy Barnes shared that, based on  the number of 1B schools that offered track last year, he anticipates 
a 16-entry meet for the 1B, which necessitates a two and one-half day meet.  For planning purposes, 
Brian Smith encouraged schools to make travel plans based on two and one-half days.  Brian Smith 
added that, with the potential for a two and one-half-day 1B, 2B, 1A Track meet and proposed 
renovation and removal of the track at Eastern Washington University, a third site for state track may be 
necessary.     
 

● Lindgren/Rouleau moved to approve a two-and-one-half day track and field meet, contingent 
upon the final 1B allocations.  MOTION APPROVED. 

 
HANDBOOK COMMITTEE 
Lori Wyborney summarized the amendments submitted on behalf of the Board.  John Miller added that 
the tribal schools are a unique group of schools, and are treated like private schools (because they do 
not have residence boundaries), even though some of them are included in public school districts.  Mike 
Colbrese added that, in addition to the Native American Advisory Committee meetings, the tribes hold 
an annual meeting. 
 

● Kredit/McCurdy moved to approve the amendment to add a representative of the Washington 
Tribal Schools as an honorary board member .  MOTION APPROVED. 

 
She added that the second amendment to be submitted would eliminate the reference to elementary 
schools in the handbook. 
 

● Whitmore/Thomsen moved to approve the amendment to delete the reference to elementary 
school in 18.16.2 and 18.17.2.  MOTION APPROVED. 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE and FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Year-to-date report/preliminary fall tournament report 
Leah Francis presented a pictorial version that showed 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 fall attendance.  
There was a significant drop in attendance from 2012 to 2013.  While 2014 attendance figures are 
slightly above last year, they are still significantly lower than 2011 and 2012.  In addition, due to the low 
attendance figures, overall fall tournament revenue is lower than what was projected and budgeted for.  
She reported that when preparing the 2015-16 budget, the information from the prior 2-years will be 
utilized to adjust projections. 
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● Lindgren/Wyborney moved to accept the preliminary fall report.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
Revenue share for fiscal year 2013-14 
Leah Francis reported that the 2013-14 Auditor’s Review was recently completed, thus allowing for a 
final decision to be made on revenue share.  She added that the percentage of the revenue share 
disbursed to each district is based on the revenue share formula approved by the board (this is the same 
formula as years past).  Two options for the 2013-14 revenue share were presented for consideration, 
with Option Two allowing for more flexibility for capital needs such as wrestling scoreboards, technology 
upgrades, website improvements, etc.   
 

● Ottis/McCurdy moved to approve Option Two.  MOTION PASSED.  Note: checks will be sent to 
each WIAA district before the New Year.   

 
Membership/School Service Fees 
Mike Ottis reported that in 2006-07 the Board developed a plan to systematically review ticket prices 
and membership fees, and that both are due for review.    The WIAA Board has not increased member 
fees or ticket prices since 2008-09.  He added that any change in membership fees must be approved by 
the Representative Assembly while the Board has the authority to set ticket prices.  Leah Francis 
provided financial data for continued future review.  
 
Mike Ottis added that protecting the solvency of the WIAA and assisting schools with their costs for 
participating in state events continues to be at the forefront of all financial discussions and decisions. 

 
REQUESTS FOR ACTION 
 
2015 1B/2B BOYS CROSS COUNTRY ALLOCATIONS 
Andy Barnes reported that a school had declared it had a team and was included in the calculations for 
the 1B/2B boys cross country allocations, even though the school did not meet the team definition.  The 
correction did not affect the 2014 allocations, but would change the 2015 allocations. 
 

1B/2B D-1 D-2 D-3 D-4 D-5 D-6 D-7 D-8 D-9 

BCC 
(45) 2 - 5 1 2 4 - 2 

 
● Kredit/Rouleau moved to approve the revision.   MOTION APPROVED. 

 
WINTER ALLOCATIONS 
Andy Barnes presented the 2014-15 and 2015-16 winter allocations for review and adoption.  He 
emphasized that the 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A preliminary allocations were approved during the September 
meeting.  He added that, in order to be consistent in all sports, the allocations reflect only the districts 
combined by rule (districts that generate less than 1.6 allocations for the two-year period are combined 
by rule with the geographically closest district.) 
 

● Thomsen/Kredit moved to approve the 2014-15 and 2015-16 winter allocations.  MOTION 
APPROVED.   
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FOOTBALL SAFETY TECHNIQUE TRAINING 
Mike Colbrese emphasized that the Board took first reading on this required safety training in football in 
September.  John Miller added that the additional training is recommended by the NFHS and the WIAA 
Sports Medicine Advisory Committee.  Specifically named programs are not listed, so that school 
districts have the authority to determine appropriate training modules and instructors, which may also 
include additional online resources.  A school could choose to send each of its football coaches to the 
trainings, or could send one coach to train the remaining coaching staff.  Chris Woods added that 
coaches may be paid for their time when attending training. 
 

●  Wyborney/Lindgren moved to approve on second, third and final reading the additional 
football safety technique training, to become effective in the fall of 2015 for all high school and 
middle school head coaches and in the fall of 2016 for all coaches.   MOTION APPROVED. 

 
PROCESS FOR DETERMINING STATE STANDARDS 
AUDIENCE:  Daunte Gouge, King’s track coach; Kevin Eager, Gig Harbor track coach 
Brian Smith reported that time and measurement standards for State Track and Field are established by 
averaging the third-place finishers in the last three State meets.  In addition to the allocations, 
participants who meet or exceed the standard in the final qualifying meet also qualify for state.   He 
added that a state track meet advisory board has been developed to assist in the review and 
development of the rules and regulations for track and field. 
Daunte Gouge added that since it is an extremely high standard, few participants actually qualify and 
some good athletes are currently being excluded.  The track and field coaches are, instead, proposing a 
five year average of sixth place, eliminating the highest and lowest marks, which will take into account 
unusual weather conditions that may have a positive or negative impact on the times, or an outstanding 
group of athletes.  Kevin Eager added that the proposed change would not have a significant impact in 
any classification and the only potential changes would be in the events with heats on the first day 
(100m, 200m, hurdles), whereas events with flights and finals would remain the same. 
 

● Thomsen/Piccolo moved to approve on first reading the proposal of the track coaches regarding 
development of the qualifying standards.  MOTION FAILED.   

 
During the January meeting, the Board will review the process regarding time standards for swimming, 
with the intent to standardize qualifying procedures when possible. 
 
NATIONAL EVENTS/AMATEUR STANDING COMMITTEE  
Pat McCarthy summarized the discussion and recommendations of the committee to solidify specific 
criteria to consider if and when a Washington school requests to participate in a national event.  The 
committee developed one amendment regarding national events and two amendments regarding 
amateur standing for the Board to submit on behalf of the committee.   Mike Colbrese added that the 
organizer of the football event has indicated that softball and baseball events are being developed.    
Four schools had been contacted as potential participants in the football event, with three of them 
indicating they would participate if invited.  Since winning the state championship is a requirement for 
participating, Bothell High School has the potential to participate.  He added that the amendment will 
allow the schools to determine future action regarding similar national events.  Tim Thomsen added that 
it will be important to include the review criteria with the amendment.  Mike Colbrese added that he 
anticipates invitations for both boys and girls basketball teams to compete in a 2015 national event to 
come to the Association in February, which will be prior to the vote of the Representative Assembly.  
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Brian Smith shared that 36 schools requested and were approved to coach and compete in the national 
cross country event in November.  He anticipates that a number of schools that will make similar 
requests regarding a national wrestling event to be held in February.  NOTE:  The Board approved the 
football request during the October conference call.  The ensuing discussion focused on how these 
events dovetail with the core principles and mission of the Association. 
 

● Thomsen/Lindgren moved to approve the three amendments submitted on behalf of the 
committee, with additional criteria to be included with the national events amendment.  
MOTION APPROVED.   

 
OUT-OF-SEASON/OPEN GYM/YEAR ROUND CONDITIONING COMMITTEE  
Lori Wyborney summarized the experiment submitted by the committee, which would allow for coaches 
to coach their athletes not only during the season, but also during designated coaching periods.  She 
added that much of the push for change in the rule is coming from schools of poverty, whose students 
do not have the opportunity to compete in non-school sports programs, as a means to balance 
competitive equity. 
 

● Thomsen/Lindgren moved to approve an amendment on behalf of the committee.  MOTION 
APPROVED.   

 
CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE 
Rich Rouleau shared that the committee met on October 21 and December 3.  Competitive equity, 
balance, stability (best defined as a lack of movement by schools from one league to another), and to 
simplify the current system were the guiding principles.  Social issues, demographic adjustments, 
income, urban versus rural schools complicate any issue.  It was noted that size of school does not 
necessarily indicate success on the athletic field or court.  John Miller shared that the classification 
system was not, and is not currently, designed for league stability, but is merely a means to determine 
how schools would qualify for the postseason.   Rich Rouleau also recommended that a future 
committee should continue to review classification models in other states, income parameters, etc. 
 

● Thomsen/Kredit moved to submit the four-year classification amendment submitted on behalf 
of the committee.  MOTION APPROVED.   

 
● Kredit/Thomsen moved to submit the amendment to allow schools to appeal their classification 

in football only submitted on behalf of the committee.  MOTION APPROVED.   
 
RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE 
Mick Hoffman shared that, in order to have a broad base discussion, some of the committee members 
were those who may have been accused of recruiting, or who have been vocal about recruiting 
allegations.  The committee agreed that the illegal recruiting rules as written are appropriate, but that 
the enforcement and investigative processes need support.  The discussion ultimately led to issues with 
the transfer rule.  The committee proposed that any transfer student within 50 miles would be ineligible, 
even if the entire family unit moves, until after the 50 percent (%) date for that season.  Andy Barnes 
shared that a flow chart of the Handbook recruiting rule will be posted.  The flow chart will help to 
clarify what actions constitute recruiting.  He added that the eligibility chairs had the opportunity to 
review the rule, and reinforced the opportunity for a student to appeal. 
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● Thomsen/Whitmore moved to submit the amendment submitted on behalf of the committee.  
MOTION APPROVED.   

 
REQUEST FROM MIDDLE LEVEL COMMITTEE 
Brian Smith reported that the Middle Level Committee met on Friday, December 5.  The committee has 
requested a student of the month award be provided by the Association which would focus on positive 
sportsmanship and community involvement.  
 

● Kredit/Thomsen moved to approve the middle level athlete of the month sportsmanship 
recognition program.  MOTION APPROVED.   

 
WMEA REQUEST 
Kevin Paustian requested that the Board approve new rule 3.4.1, and renumber those that follow, to be 
effective during the 2016 State Solo and Ensemble contest to read:  Other than for a brief cadenza as 
indicated by the composer, all music must be scored. (E.g., no performing exclusively from tablature or 
chord symbols.) 
 

● Rouleau/Kredit moved to approve the request.   MOTION APPROVED. 
 
Andy Barnes added that, due to remodeling work being done at Gonzaga University, debate and 
individual events will be held at UPS this year, and back to Gonzaga University next year. 
The Individual events will be held on March 14, 2015, and Debate and Student Congress will be held on 
March 20-21, 2015. 
 
PLANNING 
UPDATE ON THE STRATEGIC PLAN 
Mike Colbrese shared the findings of the survey that was sent to all member schools to assist in 
developing a baseline regarding a healthy culture (Attachment #1). 
 
Mike Colbrese provided a listing of non-member middle schools in the state.  The Middle Level 
Committee continues to focus on how to provide service and draw those schools back into membership. 
 
LEAP input on core principles - next meeting on January 11 
 
PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
John Miller reported that a meeting was held on December 6 where the results of the parent survey 
were reviewed.  The survey results were provided to the Board (Attachment # 2).  Tim Thomsen added 
that the committee strategized with how to educate parents on the WIAA structure and governance and 
supports adding a parent segment to the WIAA Website. 
  
2014-15 STATE EVENTS UPDATES 
GIRLS SWIM/DIVE - Andy Barnes reported that the King County Aquatics Center was completely 
renovated and is now a much more pleasant facility. 
 
Andy Barnes shared that a state golf format committee has been formed and will meet in the near 
future to review a number of situations/issues regarding state golf. 
 



 WIAA Executive Board Meeting  |  December 7-8, 2014  |  WIAA Office  |  Renton, WA Page 10 

 
 

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association  |  435 Main Ave S  |  Renton, WA 98057  |  (425) 687-8585  |  Fax (425) 687-9476  |  wiaa.com 

STATE BASKETBALL - Mike Colbrese shared that a group of small school superintendents sent a survey to 
all superintendents asking them to take a position on the return to the 16-team basketball tournament.  
The survey responses are currently be tabulated, with the organizers realizing that they will be 
responsible for submitting proposals for change to the WIAA Executive Board. 
 
Mike Colbrese reported that he will be meeting with the four (4) Caribou Trail League and South Central 
Athletic Conference (SCAC) superintendents in the near future, in order to assist them in communicating 
with one another. 
 
LEGISLATIVE WORK 
Mike Colbrese shared that he continues to communicate with state legislators with the assistance of the 
Association’s lobbyist. 
 
REPORTS, UPDATES AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
EMERALD CITY KICKOFF CLASSIC 
Andy Barnes reported that he hopes to have the facility locked in shortly.  He added that finalizing 
matchups is difficult in the second year of the allocation cycle, but there has been some interest. 
 
LEGAL REPORT 
John Olson reported that it was a quiet fall in terms of legal cases through the fall.  He presented a sheet 
outlining procedural guidelines to be utilized during a hearing or appeal (Attachment #3).   
 
JUST PLAY FAIR! 
John Miller shared that the focus on football ejections during the fall workshops proved to be effective, 
in that the number of ejections was reduced from 199 last year to 76 this year.   He added that the 
football coaches need to be commended for their efforts, but felt that football should remain “on 
notice” for another year. 
 
Brian Smith reported that ejection reports will be emailed rather than sent via fax in the future.  He 
added that he met with the athletic director at Foss High School and endorses that plan to reduce 
ejections during the 2014-15 school year. 
 

● Wyborney/McCurdy moved to continue the “on notice” status for a second year.   MOTION 
APPROVED. 

 
● McCurdy/Wyborney moved to approve the Foss High School sportsmanship plan reviewed by 

Brian Smith.   MOTION APPROVED. 
 
ELIGIBILITY REPORT 
John Miller presented the fall eligibility report which indicated the approval rate in all districts for all 
eligibility appeals (Attachment #4.)  He commended the eligibility chairs and eligibility committees, 
adding that the eligibility committees are striving for consistency in procedure and standardization of 
the definition of hardship. 
 
 



 WIAA Executive Board Meeting  |  December 7-8, 2014  |  WIAA Office  |  Renton, WA Page 11 

 
 

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association  |  435 Main Ave S  |  Renton, WA 98057  |  (425) 687-8585  |  Fax (425) 687-9476  |  wiaa.com 

WINTER RULES CLINIC REPORT 
Andy Barnes reported that the formatting of the online rules clinics has been standardized for all sports. 
Athletic directors receive an email three days prior to the deadline and another email after the deadline 
if a head coach has not yet completed the clinic.  He reminded members that a handbook violation 
needs to be reported whenever a head coach does not complete the clinic within the established 
timeline. 
 
SPORTS MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
John Miller shared that the Sports Medicine Advisory Committee met on December 1.  He added that 
the Association is extremely fortunate to have such a respected cadre of nationally recognized medical 
professionals who serve on this committee.  In order to guarantee a review of cardiac health, the 
committee recommended a standardized pre-participation physical exam form be mandated for all 
schools to utilize.  He also encouraged each school to develop and make sure coaches are aware of 
emergency action plans.  The committee supported the required safety technique training for football 
coaches and proposed a second amendment to minimize live action or thud drills in football. 
 

● Wyborney/Kredit moved to approve the two amendments submitted on behalf of the 
committee.   MOTION APPROVED. 

 
MARKETING/MEDIA INFORMATION UPDATES 
Andy Knapp reported on a terrific season of coverage for the fall events, including exciting matchups, 
extensive coverage, and good feedback most recently at Football.  A more detailed report will be 
provided in January, including hits on the tournament central pages and social media analytics.  He 
added that a social media survey was conducted at Cross Country in order to help with the WIAA’s social 
media strategy. 
 
Conor Laffey added that the LEAP students were the ones who conducted the social media survey, and 
also raised $1900 through their annual Coins for a Cause fundraiser at State Football.  The money will be 
donated to InvestED.  A discussion regarding healthy culture will be on the agenda for the next LEAP 
meeting. 
 
Conor reported that through the MaxPreps partnership, he was able to include schedules and results in 
select programs and received very positive feedback about the addition.  It added four pages to each 
program, but overall, program costs are down.  Schools were able to proof their program page before 
programs went to print; and a Media Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for January (the 
committee includes reporters, radio personalities, and  photographers). 
 
NFHS 
Mike Colbrese reported that the same lawyer who filed concussion litigation against the NFL, NCAA, and 
the Illinois Association has indicated that every state will eventually be targeted with this litigation.   
 
FEATURES AND ARTICLES 
Mike Colbrese provided a series of articles and features of interest to the Board. 
 
 
REVIEW OF DECEMBER BOARD MEETING ACTION 
Andy Barnes reviewed action taken by the Board during this meeting. 
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REVIEW OF BOARD MEETING 
Executive board members provided input regarding the meeting format. 
 
● Wyborney/McCurdy moved to adjourn at 12:15 PM on Monday, December 8, 2014.   MOTION 

APPROVED. 
 
 
Submitted by:       
Wendy Malich, WIAA Board President     
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder   
 
Next Meeting:  January 25-26, 2015  |  10 AM 


