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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 

President Harlan Kredit (District 1), Vice President Ken Lindgren (District 9), Craig Olson (District 2), Ed 

Ploof (District 3), Tim Graham (District 4), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Mike Ottis (District 6), Joe Feist 

(District 7), Al Falkner (District 8), Eric McCurdy, (Region A), Wendy Malich (Region B), Pam Veltri (Region 

C), and Leta Meyer (At-large). 

 

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 

Chris Woods (AWSP), Ross Hjelseth (WFIS), Mike McKee and Dave Tikker (WSSAAA), Kevin Paustian (Fine 

Arts), Jo Ann Carbonetti (Middle Level Principals), Chris Woods (High School Principals), Mark Venn 

(WASA), Nancy Merrill (WSSDA), Todd Stordahl (WOA), and Shelly Thiel (District Directors). 

 

GUEST:  Bob Kirk (District 9 Director). 

 

WIAA STAFF 

Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, John Miller, and Brian Smith, Assistant 

Executive Directors; Leah Francis, Director of Finance and Operations; and Conor Laffey Sports and 

Activities Information Manager. 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD WORK SESSION 

The Board opened with a review of the Board goals. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

WIAA Executive Board President Harlan Kredit convened the Executive Board meeting at 1:00 PM on 

Sunday, January 27, 2013.  Vice President Ken Lindgren led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

AUDIENCE -  WIAA District 6 and 7 2B Schools - Requesting the WIAA Executive Board reverse the 

decision of the Northeast 2B League to admit Northwest Christian Academy into the league for 

football in the middle of a two-year cycle. 

Bruce Campbell, District 6 Director; Brett Fancher, Oroville High School Athletic Director; and Rich Black, 

Lake Roosevelt High School Athletic Director, representing District 6 

In previous years, and up through the 2012 football season, NW Christian Academy students have had 

the opportunity to play football at the public school of their residence.  Beginning with the 2013 football 

season, however, a sufficient number of NW Christian Academy students have indicated an interest in 

participating in football that the school intends to offer a football program and compete against other 

schools in its league.  The Northeast 2B league elected to allow NW Christian Academy to add the 

program beginning with the fall of 2013, the second year of the two-year classification/allocation cycle.   

 

As a result of that decision, football schedules have been revised.  While the Northeast 2B schools have 

not lost any games, four of the Central Washington 2B League schools lost five games, resulting in an 

anticipated financial loss (due to games not played) and has had difficulty in rescheduling games.  In a 

related situation, District 6 denied Waterville High School the opportunity to add football in the second 
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year of the allocation year due to scheduling commitments.  The Central Washington 2B League schools 

believe that all schools should uphold their scheduling commitments in the second year of the cycle. 

 

Russ Brown, District 7 Director; Greg Whitmore representing District 7 

NW Christian Academy built a new school, researched and planned to add a football program at some 

point in the future. 30 students have indicated an interest in playing and NW Christian informed that 

Northeast 2B League that it could fulfill a ten-game varsity schedule, as opposed to a junior varsity 

schedule with no postseason opportunities.  Despite the inconvenience caused both to members of the 

league and non-league opponents, schools in the NE 2B league felt it was the right thing to do to allow a 

member school to add a football program in the second year.  A replacement schedule has been 

developed with only Lake Roosevelt High School yet to fill its schedule.  Bob Kirk added that some 

District 9 schools have benefitted from picking up an additional game. 

Board action is on page 8. 

 

AUDIENCE - Port Townsend High School - requesting playoff access for Port Townsend High School 

through the Nisqually League and admission into the Nisqually League 

David Engle, Superintendent; Joey Johnson, administrative intern; Theresa Hoffman, president of parent 

advisory committee; and Bill Mounts, attending for girls basketball parents.  

David Engle shared that he has been the superintendent for the Port Townsend School District since July 

7, 2012.  Port Townsend High School has previously played in the 1A/2A/3A Olympic League with 

postseason access through the 1A Nisqually League.  The school is requesting playoff access for this year 

and full membership next year.  He added that while a WIAA-appointed mediation team (former WIAA 

Assistant Executive Director Jim Meyerhoff, District 3 Director Shelly Thiel, South Kitsap High School 

Principal Jerry Holsten, David Engel, Joey Johnson, and Theresa Hoffman) met on December 21, the 

school did not support the decision of that team. 

 

Shelly Thiel, District 3 Director; Keith Patefield, representing the Nisqually League 

Keith Patefield shared that Port Townsend High School was offered membership into the Nisqually 

League in December 2011, but declined.  Two schools from District 2, however, requested admission 

partially based upon Port Townsend High School’s denial, were approved and changed from WIAA 

District 2 to WIAA District 3.  Mr. Patefield added that Port Townsend High School has been accepted 

into the Nisqually League for football and was offered a second opportunity to join the League during 

the last week of January 2012.  Once again, Port Townsend High School declined the offer.  As a result of 

that decision, schedules were set based on Port Townsend High School competing against the Olympic 

League schools in all sports except football.  Postseason access, however, would be provided through 

the Nisqually League for all sports.  He added that the Nisqually League does not have a league 

tournament in order to eliminate postseason games on school nights and minimize loss of school time.  

Nisqually League teams qualify directly to the tri-district tournament involving schools from WIAA 

Districts 1, 2, and 3.  18 schools would be impacted by a change in leagues (nine Olympic league schools 

and nine Nisqually league schools.)  At this point in time, adding Port Townsend would increase league 

membership to ten schools, which would require divisions and a league playoff structure. 

Board action is on page 8. 

 

AUDIENCE - Taholah High School - requesting the WIAA Executive Board honor the Coastal 1B League 

schedule; requiring schools that cancelled  games against Taholah High School to forfeit; requesting 

postseason access for Taholah High School; and appealing the decision of the Coastal 1B League to 
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ban Taholah High School from all postseason contests for a period of one year (commencing 

December 21, 2012.)   

Rich Frazer; Cliff Foster, Attorney; Bill Adams, Taholah School Board President; Jerry Walther, Athletic 

Director; Lyn Roberts-Sanchez, Superintendent; and citizen Carl Jackson  

Mr. Foster shared that the dissolution of the Coastal 1B League and the cancelling of games denied 

participation during regular and postseason competition for Taholah High School students.  He added 

that he believed the Coastal 1B League had no authority to deny postseason access, since only the WIAA 

Executive Board is vested with that authority.  There are three tenants to support the appeal: 

1. That due process has not been followed.  There was no evidence of any rules violations being 

reported by a member school to the superintendent of the Taholah School District.  He added 

that there were allegations of unsportsmanlike actions, but no substantiated claims were 

presented. 

2.  That issues, rules violations, or concerns by the league were never presented to the school so 

that they could be addressed. 

3.  That there is a perception of disparity/racial mistreatment of Taholah students by other schools 

in the league. 

 

He added that the Coastal league dissolved in the middle of the winter sports season, with no warning 

or opportunity for Taholah High School to reschedule games.  The school is not requesting the league be 

reinstated, but that schedules previously developed be upheld which would require schools who refused 

to play to be forfeited. 

 

Ms. Lyn Roberts-Sanchez explained that she has held community meetings, and met with the Tribal 

chairman and members of the business community regarding sportsmanship expectations.  She also 

added that coaches and administration positions have been changed. 

 

Rich Fraser, District 4 Director, representing the former members of the Coastal 1B League   

Mr. Fraser reported that meetings have been held over the period of years where some conditions were 

laid out regarding the future inclusion of Taholah High School in the league. He shared that even though 

WIAA representatives conducted a sportsmanship assembly at Taholah High School in 2008, conflicts 

have escalated over the past couple of years.  He added that sportsmanship issues cannot be addressed 

as rules violations because there is no WIAA rule that specifically addresses sportsmanship. 

Board action is on pages 8 and 9.  

 

SUB-COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Each of the Board sub-committees met for one hour. 

 

District Reports 

Each Board member gave a summary report of recent activities or issues within his/her respective 

district.   

 

District 1 

Harlan Kredit reported that winter tournament dates, sites and managers were set; amendments 

from District 1 were discussed; the schools appreciate the WIAA revenue shares; girls wrestling is 

now an official sport in the Northwest Conference; ticket policies are being reviewed; some 3A and 

4A track coaches prefer to split up the 2A, 3A, 4A State Track Meet. 
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District 2 

Craig Olson reported that the winter district eligibility report was provided, with the fewest number 

of hearings in seven years; league violations were reviewed; there was a discussion regarding 

policies dealing social media; the schools in the SeaTac 2B League are working on the league 

constitution; basketball assignors will meet with representatives of District 2 to discuss common 

concerns; there was a request to post the procedure for schools to submit videos to WOA on the 

WIAA website; the process to elect new WIAA Executive Board member as his replacement was 

discussed; and a WSSAAA conference report was provided.  Eric McCurdy added that there was a 

discussion and follow-up review regarding a parent ejection from a contest. 

 

District 3 

Ed Ploof reported that there was an extensive discussion about the regional basketball draw 

procedures and selected sites; the District eligibility committee chair provided the winter report; 

and that there was a meeting with WOA assignors for all sports in District 3 to standardize forms 

and procedures. 

 

District 4 

Tim Graham reported that there were discussions regarding eligibility and the assigning process for 

assigning officials to district contests; there was positive feedback regarding the WIAA revenue 

sharing; that District 4 picked up the RTO fees  with the WIAA revenue shares; and postseason sites 

were reviewed.  Leta Meyer added that, as a result of a parent that posted some inflammatory 

comments on his Facebook page after a football game, the league is reviewing its policies regarding 

social media. 

 

District 5 

Rich Rouleau reported two meetings have been held since the December WIAA Executive Board 

meeting.  The winter tournaments were reviewed; there was discussion regarding “glueing” with 

some suggested editorial changes for the 2013-14 WIAA Handbook; state volleyball tournaments 

and sites were reviewed; middle level schools are concerned about the lack of soccer officials; that 

a special committee is reviewing the District 5 constitution; and that Hanford High School would 

like to be considered to host regional wrestling or basketball. 

 

District 6 

Mike Ottis reported that fall tournaments were reviewed; the upcoming winter tournaments were 

discussed; there are some concerns about the status of the RTO; and that violations were reviewed 

with discussion about schools becoming more efficient at reporting. 

 

District 7 

Joe Feist reported that postseason tournaments were discussed; the District Board supported the 

request from District 5/6/7 to extend the date by one day for completion of their qualifying 

basketball tournament; there is continued interest in the RTO; that schools appreciate the WIAA 

revenue share; and discussed the ramifications of a school adding a sport in the middle of the 

classification/allocation cycle.  
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District 8 

Al Falkner reported that the WIAA strategic planning was discussed; the potential to play more 

football games on Thursday nights was discussed; there is a potential new sponsor for District 8 to 

incorporate an anti-bullying message; the spirit games previously held at the Spokane Arena may 

need to be moved due to cost; and there have been a number of discussions between the district 

director and the basketball assignor regarding unacceptable fan behavior during contests and 

integrity in accurate reporting by officials of incidents. 

 

District 9 

Ken Lindgren reported that finances are up; that schools appreciate the WIAA revenue share 

contribution; basketball allocations were reviewed; the sites and managers for the upcoming 

league and district basketball tournaments were confirmed; the 2B schools have combined with 

District 7; the schools are beginning planning for spring sports; and there was extensive discussion 

regarding potential disciplinary action for a football coach who knowingly played an ineligible 

participant. 

 

CONSENSUS ISSUES 

 

● Malich/Falkner moved to approve the agenda and the consensus items. MOTION PASSED. 

 

AFFILIATE GROUP REPORTS 

 

Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP) 

Chris Woods shared that teacher-principal evaluations is a major initiative that the Association is 

researching and conversations with legislators are being held.  Currently there are 11 bills concerning 

high school education, many of which deal with testing, requirements, and students with disabilities, 

and much is being asked of parents, teachers and administrators. 

 

Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP) 

Jo Ann Carbonetti shared that the format for student leadership is changing.  The format has  been 

changed from week-long camps to one-day workshops at a school.  The middle school level has also 

seen an increase in legislative involvement. 

 

WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION (WSDDA) 

Nancy Merrill shared the school districts are gearing up for the upcoming legislative session.  Four bills 

regarding discipline have been introduced, each of which could potentially impact the eligibility status of 

athletes. 

 

WASHINGTON FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS (WFIS) 

Ross Hjelseth reported that the WFIS Board has not met since the December meeting, but he is aware 

that the WFIC lobbyist is monitoring the legislature.  The WFIS outstanding service award is being moved 

to the spring.   

 

FINE ARTS – WASHINGTON MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 

Music (Kevin Paustian) 
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Regional solo and ensemble contests begin this month. Each region selects its dates and sites with the 

regional events managed by regional officers. High school events that qualify students for state must be 

concluded by early March. Junior high/middle school events can be held any time before the end of the 

school year. Again, each region chooses those middle level dates and sites.  

 

The National Association for Music Education’s Northwest Division Conference will be February 14-17 in 

Portland, Oregon.  

 

For the second year, winners from the State Solo and Ensemble Contest will be invited to perform at 

Benaroya Hall as part of Ten Grands. Last year was an amazing collaboration between Ten Grands and 

WMEA to include as many winners as were able to participate in the lobby, the Founders Room and on 

stage just after intermission.  Ten Grands will be May 11, 2013, beginning at 7:00pm.  

 

Forensics (Mike Burton) 

No news at this time, but the season is moving along well. 

 

Drama (Laurie Levine) 

The Individual Events Festival (IE) Festival on the west side will be February 9, 2013 at Olympia High 

School.  The adjudicator training was January 7 at Roosevelt High. 

The Washington State Thespian Conference will be March 14 - 16 at Western Washington 

University.  The IE double superiors will compete during the evening of March 14.  Registration is $50 for 

Thespian members or $60 for non-members.    

                              

WASHINGTON SECONDARY SCHOOL ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS ASSOCIATION (WSSAAA) 

Dave Tikker reported that online registration is being utilized for the 2013 WSSAAA Conference (four 

had registered by this point last year; 60 this year.)  He added that Tim Graham was recognized during 

the NIAAA conference.  He shared that Mr. Colbrese attended the last meeting; that Madco (printing) is 

a new sponsor; that the WSSAAA Board is calling local radio stations and encouraging station managers 

to read the PA announcements regarding the value of activities as provided.  Mike McKee added that 

Dan Heltsley, John Miller, and Dave Tikker will be inducted into the WSSAAA Hall of Fame dinner held 

during the conference. 

 

WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS (WASA) 

Mark Venn reported that the new governor’s budget raises many concerns.  He reiterated that 

legislators prefer to see the people who work with the issues, rather than lobbyists, and recommended 

school administrators attend hearings in Olympia when possible.  Mr. Venn is working with WASA to 

secure his replacement as an honorary Board member. 

 

WASHINGTON OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION (WOA) 

Mr. Stordahl shared an update on the Retain, Train and Observe (RTO) program.  Mr. Stordahl 

emphasized that this new program will take some time, especially for officials who have been officiating 

for a number of years, because it represents a culture change within officiating.  With 150 

independently run associations, Mr. Stordahl and the WOA Board have been working with the local 

groups to “buy into” the overall program for sustainable change over time. 

 

He indicated that the biggest challenge in implementing the program is receiving videos from schools for 

WOA observers to review, both for the observation of officials (based on a standardized observation 
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form) and the development of training videos for current and incoming officials.  With 36 observers in 

football and basketball, and sixteen in volleyball and soccer, the focus has been on the varsity level so 

far.  The completed training videos will depict correct procedures, mechanics, etc., for what is expected 

of beginning officials, varsity officials, and state tournament officials. Schools can submit video through 

HUDL (account is Washington Officials Association) or send DVDs directly to the WOA. 

 

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  

Finance Subcommittee 

The report of the finance committee was covered by Leah Francis during the financial report. 

 

Calendar/Culminating Events Subcommittee 

Ms. Meyer shared the recommendations of the subcommittee regarding state volleyball sites for the 

2013 and 2014 state championships. 

 

● Malich/Olson moved to approve the Yakima Valley Sundome for the 1B, 2B and 1A; Pierce 

College, Steilacoom for the 2A; and Saint Martin’s University and Timberline High School for the 

3A, 4A 2013 and 2014 State Volleyball Championships.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

The Board was also asked to remind schools that the 2013-14 and 2014-15 state tournaments will be 

one week later due to the NFHS standardized calendar (Attachment #1 and #2.) 

 

Handbook Subcommittee 

Tim Graham shared the recommended definition of family unit as the adult(s) who has/have resided 

with, had legal custody, legal guardianship or have acted in a parental capacity, for a period of at least 

one (1) year and any siblings high school age or younger with whom the student resides. 

 

● Olson/Malich moved to approve the editorial change to go into effect immediately and to be 

included in the 2013-14 WIAA handbook.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

Year-To-Date and Final Fall Tournament Report 

Ms. Francis reported that the Association is on track with last year. Overall revenue and attendance was 

up in the fall, due in large part to the Gridiron Classic. Net income was higher than projected.  The 

expenses are comparable to last year. 

 

● Falkner/Malich moved to approve the year-to-date financial report.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

2011-12 Annual Auditors Review 

The review for the fiscal year ending July 31, 2012 is in the process of being finalized and will be sent to 

the membership, electronically or in print, in February. 

 

2013-14 Budget - First Reading 

Minimal adjustments for the 2013-14 budget have been suggested at this point, with the first reading 

occurring earlier this year than last year. Projected revenue was increased due to expanded contract 

with PlayOn Sports regarding coverage of WIAA events.  The online rules clinic budget was reduced due 
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to in-house productions and expenses were reduced for the strategic planning process.  There was 

discussion about the potential funding of the RTO program. 

 

● Falkner/Olson moved to approve the 2013-14 budget on first reading.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

REQUESTS FOR ACTION 

 

MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR TRACK AND FIELD 

Mr. Smith presented an update on the minimum standards for track and field. 

 

● Malich/McCurdy moved to pass the minimum standards for track and field. MOTION PASSED 

(Attachment #3)  

 

APPEALS 

 

District 6 

There was discussion regarding a precedent being set regarding the scheduling of non-league contests 

versus commitment to league members and decisions that are beyond the control of the school 

(declining enrollment, academic deficiencies of athletes, illness or injury) versus decisions that are 

within the control of the school (adding a new school or current member school adding a new program.) 

 

● Falkner/Olson moved to approve the appeal of District 6. MOTION FAILED. 

 

Seton Catholic High School 

Mr. Miller provided a summary of conversations that occurred between staff and the administration at 

Seton Catholic High School regarding a transfer case and resulting eligibility status of an athlete. 

 

● Olson/Ploof moved to approve the staff interpretation of transfer and direct the Association’s 

attorney to develop the response to the school. MOTION PASSED. 

 

Port Townsend High School 

 

● Ploof/McCurdy moved to approve the playoff structure developed by the mediation team on 

December 21, 2012.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

● Malich/McCurdy directed staff to work with Port Townsend and the Nisqually League to pursue 

league membership beginning with the 2013-14 school year. MOTION PASSED. 

 

Taholah High School 

 

● Graham/Malich moved that all former Coastal B League members would be considered 

independent teams, that a playoff structure where the six schools previously members of the 

Coastal league would have equal postseason access, and that all postseason games would be 

played at a neutral site.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

● Graham/Falkner moved that the Coastal B league season schedule must be upheld.   

All games not played must be forfeited.  MOTION PASSED. 
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● Graham/Malich moved to deny the request of the District IV Board to ban Taholah High School 

from the 2013-14 postseason. MOTION PASSED. 

 

● Graham/McCurdy directed the staff to develop a plan to resolve issues among the previous 

members of the Coastal B league. MOTION PASSED. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF 2013 and 2014 REGIONAL BASKETBALL DRAWS 

Ms. Adsit reviewed the regional basketball draw criteria and presented the 2013 and 2014 regional 

basketball draws for review and adoption.  

 

● Olson/McCurdy moved to approve the 2012-13 and 2013-14 regional basketball draws.  

MOTION PASSED (ATTACHMENT #4). 

 

REQUEST FROM CWAC and GNL FOR ONE ADDITIONAL DAY TO COMPLETE DISTRICT BASKETBALL 

TOURNAMENT 

In order to prevent boys and girl teams from the same school playing at the same time in different 

locations, the Central Washington Athletic Conference and the Great Northern League requested one 

additional day to complete the qualifying basketball tournament. 

 

● Feist/Rouleau moved to approve the request to allow District 5/6/7 one extra day to complete 

their qualifying basketball games (through Wednesday, February 20, 2103.) MOTION PASSED. 

 

PLANNING 

 

2012-13 WINTER STATE EVENT UPDATES 

2012-13 AND 2013-14 BOYS SWIMMING ALLOCATIONS 

Mr. Barnes reported that Sunnyside High School was inadvertently omitted from the list of schools with 

swimming programs when the allocations were calculated. 

 

● Olson/Malich moved to recalculate the allocations to accommodate for Sunnyside, who was 

omitted during the initial review done by the district. MOTION PASSED. 

 

MAT CLASSIC XXV CELEBRATION 

Mr. Miller shared that Mat Classic XXV is currently being worked on.  The staff has contacted the original 

champions and has invited them to be part of the celebration.  In addition, there will be four different 

presentations to honor significant figures throughout the history of Mat Classic. 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD SIGNUP FOR TROPHY PRESENTATIONS FOR WINTER EVENTS 

Mr. Colbrese passed around a listing of the winter event trophy presentation sites, dates, and times for 

board members to sign up (Attachment #5.) 

 

FOOTBALL AND SOCCER SECOND ROUND SITE SELECTION 

Mr. Miller shared that semifinal sites are determined by the WIAA staff, but rounds 1 and 2 are WIAA 

District home games. The district directors are asked to work on site selections for those contests.  The 

major issues about travel and playing surface arise during the quarterfinals.   
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Mr. Thiel added that schools often believe that the first round is a home site for the school not a district 

home game.      

 

The staff was directed to review site selections with the district directors with a report to the Board 

during the March meeting. 

 

3A FOOTBALL BRACKET REVIEW 

Ed Ploof requested that the 3A football bracket be revised so that a District 4 team would have the 

opportunity to host a second round game in 2014.  The staff was directed to make the change in the 

home district in 2014. 

 

WINTER COALITION - Monday, March 18, 2013, Holiday Inn-Renton 

Mr. Colbrese presented the draft of the 2013 Winter Coalition for review and input.  He then 

summarized the nominees submitted by WIAA Districts 3, 5, 7 and 9 for the Gareth Giles award. 

 

● Ploof/Malich moved to approve Dan Heltsley, Dave Lutes, Wayne McKnight, Art Bickler, Randy 

Dolven and Ray Whitlow to receive the Gareth Giles award during the upcoming Winter 

Coalition meeting.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY VOTING 

Mr. Barnes summarized the online voting process for the 2013 Representative Assembly.  Members will 

have the opportunity to vote between Monday, April 1 and Friday, April 12, 2013.  Voting results will be 

posted on the WIAA Website. 

 

REPORTS, UPDATES AND OTHER INFORMATION 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 

Mr. Rouleau reported that the full Strategic Planning Committee will meet sometime in the spring to 

finalize the goals and action steps, then will present it to the membership during the 2014 Winter 

Coalition. 

 

● Malich/MCCurdy moved to approve the goals and action steps as proposed by the Strategic 

Planning Committee . MOTION PASSED. 

 

HALL OF FAME 

Mr. Barnes reported the induction ceremony will take place on Wednesday, May 8, 2013, at the City of 

Renton Pavilion Event Center. Inductees will be announced in March. 

 

SALUTE TO SPIRIT 

Ms. Adsit reported that 13 teams participated in the 2013 Salute to Spirit held at the Alaska Airlines 

Arena at Hec Edmundsen Pavilion.  She shared that this event was initially organized as a means to 

broaden the revenue stream for the Association.  With the State Cheerleading Championships held at 

the same facility, Salute to Spirit was continued in the hope of offsetting facility expenses, but it never 

did attract enough teams to meet expenses, particularly the additional costs incurred by setting the 

basketball floor at Comcast Arena.  Ms. Adsit estimated that event costs will be significantly less at the 
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University of Washington for this year.  With the uncertainty of the future site of this event, she 

recommended that the Salute to Spirit be discontinued.  She added that with competitions held at WIAA 

member high schools on the same day as the Salute to Spirit, the schools that have traditionally 

participated in the Salute to Spirit will have other options for competition.  

 

● Malich/Olson moved to discontinue the Salute to Spirit . MOTION PASSED. 

 

VOLLEYBALL INVITATION/KICKOFF CLASSIC  

Due to the NFHS calendar, Mr. Barnes reported that the event will be held on the Saturday after Labor 

Day.  Based on the Seattle Sounders MLS schedule, CenturyLink field is not available.  Husky Stadium is 

also not available.  Mr. Barnes will check into the availability of Memorial Stadium. 

 

JUST PLAY FAIR 

Mr. Smith emphasized the importance of athletic directors reporting ejections when they occur.  The 

athletic director’s report augments the report submitted by the officials. 

 

ELIGIBILITY REPORT 

Mr. Miller reported that the approval rate at the WIAA District eligibility level has been over 70 percent.  

He complimented the school athletic directors in assisting the families in submitted completed 

paperwork.  He added that the eligibility chairs will meet with the WIAA staff during the WSSAAA 

Conference in Spokane in April. 

 

LEGAL REPORT 

John Olson shared the Association rules were upheld in a court case earlier this year. 

 

LEGISLATIVE AND INITIATIVE ACTIONS 

 

LEGISLATION - HIRING A LOBBYIST 

Mr. Colbrese shared a lobbyist has been retained by the Association on a month-to-month basis to assist 

in monitoring legislation that may impact the member schools and/or Association rules. 

 

INITIATIVES 

Legalized marijuana 

Mr. Miller shared that when the legislation passed legalizing the recreational use of marijuana, staff met 

with OSPI to determine how WIAA rules would be impacted.  As a result of those conversations, a memo 

was sent to all schools stating that marijuana should be included in the school’s alcohol policies.  

Subsequent to that memo, this office received conflicting information.   

 

Charter Schools 

Mr. Colbrese reported that a number of other states have already dealt with charter schools, so there is 

precedent about the impact on Association rules as this initiative comes into play. 

 

MARKETING/MEDIA INFORMATION UPDATES 

Mr. Colbrese reported that Andy Knapp continues to pursue additional revenue streams for the 

Association. 

 

LEAP REPORT 
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Alli Krous summarized that high school juniors and seniors, representing all classifications, areas of the 

state, and various sports, are selected to fulfill a two-year commitment to this special committee.  Coins-

for-a-Cause monies raised during the 2011-12 State Football and State Basketball Championships were 

presented to Jeff Steele of the Dairy Farmers of Washington, to be forwarded to Northwest Harvest.  

Sam Reed, Athletic Director at Chief Sealth High School, addressed the students regarding student 

involvement.   

 

NFHS  

NFHS Winter Meeting - January 3-7, 2013, in Orlando, Florida 

Mr. Colbrese reported that the executive directors from all Associations typically attend the winter 

meeting.  The NFHS is considering a national sponsor. 

  

Mr. Miller added that he recently attended the NFHS football rules committee, with a considerable 

amount of time devoted to the status of football in general.  Participation rates in Pop Warner football 

(youth) is down over 200,000 participants in just one year.  He added that the number of high school 

participants has been on a steady decline.  While there is a concern regarding concussions, concussion 

management has significantly reduced the severity and number of injuries nation wide.  The gap is also 

widening with the “haves” and “have nots”, with more and more states instituting a running clock due 

to great disparity in scores.  Mr. Miller and Ross Hjelseth will form a task force to work with the Seattle 

Seahawks to strengthen football in Washington state. 

 

The Multi-Sport High School Athlete 

Mr. Colbrese shared an article presented during the NFHS Winter Meeting about the shrinking number 

of multi-sport athletes. 

 

FEATURES AND ARTICLES 

Mr. Colbrese provided a series of articles and features of interest to the Board. 

 

REVIEW OF JANUARY BOARD MEETING ACTION 

Mr. Barnes reviewed action taken by the Board during this meeting. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

● Falkner/Graham moved to go into executive session at 4:20 PM on Sunday.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

● Olsen/Malich moved to come out of executive session at 5:04 PM on Sunday.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

 

● Ploof/Malich moved to go into executive session at 10:45 AM on Monday.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

● Lindgren/McCurdy moved to come out of executive session at 10:51 AM on Monday.  MOTION 

PASSED.  

 

● Olson/Malich moved to go into executive session at 12:21 PM on Monday.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

● Ploof/McCurdy moved to come out of executive session at 1:30 PM on Monday.  MOTION 

PASSED.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

● Malich/Olson moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:52 PM on Monday, January 28, 2013.  

MOTION PASSED. 

 

Submitted by:       

Harlan Kredit, WIAA Board President     

Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 

Cindy Adsit, Recorder   

 

Next Meeting:  March 16-17, 2013  |  10 AM 


