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WIAA Executive Board Minutes 

June 4-5, 2017 |  WIAA Office 
 

 
 

WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Eric McCurdy, President (Region A), Lori Wyborney, Vice President (District 8),  Harlan Kredit (District 1), 
Pat McCarthy (District 2), Tim Thomsen (District 3), Mick Hoffman (District 4), Rich Rouleau (District 5), 
Miles Caples (District 6), Greg Whitmore (District 7), Ken Lindgren (District 9), Wendy Malich (Region B), 
Dr. Pam Veltri (Region C) and John Wallwork (At Large).  
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 
Ross Hjelseth  and Rick Skeen (Washington Federation of Independent  Schools (WFIS)), Ed Laulainen 
Waashington State Coaches Association(WSCA)),  Nick Reykdal Association of Washington Middle Level 
Principals (AWMLP)), Dave Tikker, Washington Secondary School Athletic Administrators Association  
(WSSAAA)), and Tom Doyle  (District Directors). 
 
WIAA STAFF 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, John Miller and Brian Smith, Assistant 
Executive Directors; and Leah Francis, Director of Finance and Operations. 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Hermiston School District representatives Superintendent Fred Maiocco, Principal Tom Spoo, and 
Athletic Director Larry Usher; Jeff Lowell, Bellevue School District Athletic Director; and Lisa Thatcher, 
WIAA lobbyist. 
 
WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD WORK SESSION 
On Sunday, June 4, 2017, the WIAA Executive Board held a work session regarding the out-of-state 
school’s request to join the WIAA, postseason access, and out-of-season rules. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Eric McCurdy convened the WIAA Executive Board meeting at 10 AM on Sunday, June 4, 2017.  Lori 
Wyborney led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
The meeting resumed on Monday at 8:30 AM. 
 
CONSENSUS ISSUES 
Eric McCurdy presented the agenda; minutes from April 22, 2017, meeting; minutes from the May 30, 
2017, conference call; and consensus items. 
 

● Malich/Lindgren moved to approve the agenda, minutes from April 22, 2017, meeting, minutes 
from the May 30, 2017, conference call, and the consensus items.  MOTION PASSED. 
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SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CALENDAR AND CULMINATING EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 
Wendy Malich summarized the following topics: 

 
1.  The 2017-18 Association calendar was reviewed with a particular focus on the November, April 

and June meeting dates. 
 
2.  The potential to shift some of the spring sports to either an earlier or later week was discussed.  

While the review has been healthy for discussion, there was no support to continue to pursue 
changes for the spring.  There will be ongoing discussion regarding the potential to move state 
volleyball so it does not conflict with the first round of the football playoffs. 

 
3.  Semifinal football site selection criteria was discussed (currently included in the Bound for State 

Football Regulations.) 
 
HANDBOOK SUB-COMMITTEE 
Harlan Kredit summarized the following: 
 
1. The Representative Assembly voting procedures - due to confusion by a few member schools 

over how absentee votes were counted, the WIAA parliamentarian Mike Burton was consulted 
in order to clarify the process and procedures.  Staff will continue to work with Mr. Burton to 
address language in the 2017-18 WIAA handbook for clarity. 

 
2. WIAA handbook rule 30.6.3 (basketball coaches box) – the NFHS basketball rules now allow 

state associations to increase the size of the coaches box from 14 to 28 feet.  The committee 
recommends that the WIAA  follow the NFHS rule and to allow the coaches box to be up to 28 
feet. 

 
3. The coaches standards checklist, in changing the requirements from clock hours to task-based, 

will be a grid in WIAA handbook appendix 15 for tracking of the coaches standards. 
 
4. The subcommittee recommends deletion of WIAA handbook rule 30.7.0 (determination on 

ranking for district basketball tournaments) since it is a repeat of 17.15.8 which applies to the 
district qualifying tournaments in all sports. 

 
5. A progression of waivers to the out-of-season and contest limitations rules was provided and 

discussed.  The Board will schedule a work session during the September meeting, to talk about 
the impact of the waivers and to develop criteria for staff to utilize in evaluating future requests. 

 
6. Many of the middle level leagues were extended this spring, due to inclement weather, which is 

now impacting high school summer camps.  The subcommittee recommends that a middle level 
ending spring date be determined and presented for discussion during the next board meeting.  
Staff will seek input from middle level athletic directors for input on the ending date. 

 
● Kredit/Lindgren moved to approve all subcommittee recommendations.  MOTION 

PASSED. 
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FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE 
Dr. Pam Veltri provided updates on the following topics: 
 
1. Leah  Francis presented the year-to-date financial report for discussion and review.   
 

● Malich/Veltri moved to accept the year-to-date financial report.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

2.  The 2017-18 WIAA budget, which is a balanced budget, was presented for third and final reading.  
Changes in line items reflect actual revenues or expenses from 2016-17.  Basketball ticket prices 
were reviewed, with a $1.00 ticket surcharge to be added for the fourth (final) day of the 
tournament, an all-tournament ticket price beginning on Wednesday, and a second all-
tournament ticket price beginning on Thursday. The sub-committee also recommended that the 
all-tournament ticket prices for all events be set at 90% of the amount of purchasing single day 
tickets for the number of days of that event (increase from 80%). 

 
● Veltri/Malich moved to approve on third and final reading the 2017-18 WIAA budget.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Leah Francis presented the preliminary spring tournament report.  Expenses from all events continue to 
come in, with the final report to be presented during the September meeting. 
 
REQUESTS FOR ACTION 
TABLED REQUEST FROM BELLEVUE HIGH SCHOOL 
Mike Colbrese shared that, based upon advice of legal counsel, the request from Bellevue High School 
could be removed from the table. 
 

● Thomsen/Lindgren moved to remove the request from Bellevue High School off the 
table.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
While there are sanctions assessed to the school through the 2019-20 school year, in order to remove a 
penalty to the current Bellevue High School students, Jeff Lowell requested that the Board remove the 
second year of the postseason football suspension.  He stated that any sanctions should be assessed to 
the school and the adults involved, but not students who were not participating in the program when 
the violations occurred.  He added that several new policies, which also include oversight from other 
athletic directors in the KingCo Conference and the District 2 eligibility committee, have been 
implemented at the school as a result of the violations.  The changes have been positive and are moving 
the school in the right direction. 
 

● Thomsen/Malich moved to rescind the week ten restriction for the 2017 Bellevue High 
School football season.  MOTION DENIED.  Note:  Pat McCarthy abstained from voting. 

 
REQUEST FROM AN OUT-OF-STATE SCHOOL TO JOIN THE WIAA 
Mike Colbrese presented the factors and proposed criteria to evaluate out-of-state schools interested in 
joining the WIAA. He reported that both the Oregon and Idaho State Associations have been involved in 
the process and are working to adopt the same criteria for similar requests.   
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● Kredit/Lindgren moved to approve on third and final reading the criteria used to consider an 
out-of-state school to become a WIAA member school with changing “determining” to 
“considering”.  MOTION WAS WITHDRAWN.   
 

● Thomsen/Wallwork moved to approve on third and final reading the criteria used to consider 
an out-of-state school to become a WIAA member school with changing “determining” to 
“considering”, and requiring that all factors be pursued.  MOTION WAS WITHDRAWN. 

 
●  Following the vote on the request from Hermiston High School, Thomsen/Wallwork moved to 

approve on third and final reading the criteria used to consider an out-of-state school to 
become a WIAA member school with changing “determining” to “considering”, and requiring 
that all factors be pursued.  MOTION PASSED. (Attachment #1) 
 

REQUEST FROM HERMISTON HIGH SCHOOL TO JOIN THE WIAA 
Superintendent Fred Maiocco shared that there is no reasonable and workable solution to continue its 
membership with the Oregon Association (OSAA) due to the proposed classifications and league 
configuration which has extended their travel (now including schools in Bend, Oregon) from their earlier 
projections.  He reported that Hermiston High School is fully prepared for full WIAA membership, and 
committed to all conditions and requirements currently met by Washington schools for regular and 
postseason competition.  He added that a detailed enrollment reporting will be made to the WIAA staff, 
since Oregon schools are not required to report to OSPI.  Larry Usher added that Oregon does not allow 
for independent schools (with no league membership), but places teams into leagues, so it would not be 
possible for Hermiston High School to play in the Mid-Columbia Conference (MCC) and then have 
postseason access in Oregon.  He shared that boys soccer, boys and girls swimming sports seasons are 
different in Oregon than in Washington, which also would prohibit that possibility.  He reported that the 
MCC has agreed to accept Hermiston High School as a full-fledged league member.  With the MCC 
transferring to District 8, he shared that the travel distance to Spokane is less than either to Portland or 
to Bend. 
 

● Whitmore/Kredit moved to waive WIAA handbook rule 3.1.1 and approve the request of 
Hermiston High School to join the WIAA.  MOTION PASSED.  Note:  Wendy Malich abstained 
from voting. 
 

APPROVAL OF 2017-18 ASSOCIATION CALENDAR 
Wendy Malich presented the 2017-18 Association calendar for third and final reading. 
 

● Malich/Thomsen moved to approve on third and final reading the 2017-18 Association calendar 
with one-day meetings scheduled for April 22, 2018 (in Spokane), and June 3, 2018 (at the WIAA 
office).  MOTION PASSED. (Attachment #2) 

 
SELECTION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD AT LARGE POSITION 
Mike Colbrese presented the nomination form for Eric McCurdy to be re-elected to a new three-year 
term as the Region A representative on the WIAA Executive Board. 
 

● Lindgren/Caples moved to approve Eric McCurdy as the Region A representative on the WIAA 
Executive Board for 2017-18 through 2019-20.  MOTION PASSED. 
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SELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT FOR 2017-18 
Eric McCurdy shared that the June meeting is the time in which the WIAA Executive Board president and 
vice president are selected for the upcoming year.  By policy, the positions rotate from east to west or 
from west to east each successive year, although it was suggested that a nomination procedure be 
implemented in the future. 
 

● Whitmore/Malich moved to approve Lori Wyborney as President.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

● Thomsen/Hoffman moved to approve Pat McCarthy as Vice President.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
DISTRICT 5 SCHOOLS REQUEST TO JOIN DISTRICT 8 – CHIAWANA, HANFORD, KAMIAKIN, KENNEWICK, 
PASCO, SOUTHRIDGE, RICHLAND, AND WALLA WALLA HIGH SCHOOLS 
Mike Colbrese presented the request on behalf of the 3A and 4A schools in the Mid-Columbia 
Conference (MCC) in District 5 to join District 8 and the request on behalf of Washtucna School District 
to transfer from District 9 to District 7 beginning with the 2017-18 school year.  He added that all the 
appropriate signatures have been secured for these requests. 
 

● Kredit/Lindgren moved to approve the request for the 3A and 4A schools in the MCC to transfer 
from District 5 to District 8.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
● Lindgren/Whitmore moved to approve the request of the Washtucna School District to transfer 

from District 9 to District 7.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

2017-18 BOUND FOR STATE REGULATION CHANGES 
Cindy Adsit presented the proposed changes for the 2017-18 Bound for State Regulations.  She added 
that changes in some of the winter and spring sports are typically approved during a later Board meeting. 
 

● Kredit/Lindgren moved to approve the proposed changes.  MOTION PASSED.  (Attachment #3 ) 
 
REQUEST FOR EXPERIMENT FROM VANCOUVER SCHOOL DISTRICT TO CONTINUE 6TH GRADE 
WRESTLING PROGRAM 
Mick Hoffman described the middle level wrestling program in the Vancouver School District whereby 
6th graders wrestle with 7th and 8th graders and requested they be allowed to experiment with this 
program in this upcoming school year with the hope that an amendment would be passed in the spring 
of 2018.  He added that there have been no injuries since matchups are determined by weight. 
 

● Malich/McCarthy moved to approve the request of the Vancouver School District to experiment 
with WIAA handbook rule 18.17.0 and allow 6th graders to wrestle with and against 7th and 8th 
graders.  MOTION PASSED.  NOTE:  Any middle level league could also utilize the experiment 
upon request to the WIAA Executive Director. 
 

LIFETIME PASS FOR ROSS HJELSETH 
As a symbol of appreciation for serving on the WIAA Honorary Executive Board as the WFIS 
representative for the past 13 years, Eric McCurdy requested Ross Hjelseth  be presented with a lifetime 
pass. 
 

● Lindgren/Thomsen moved to approve a lifetime pass for Ross Hjelseth.  MOTION PASSED. 
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UPDATE ON JASE MALIK TRUE SPIRIT PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
Eric McCurdy updated the Board that the Jase Malik President’s award will not be presented this year.  
Lori Wyborney will have the opportunity to determine if the award will be presented next year.   
 
REVIEW OF BOARD GOALS AND STRATEGIC PLAN 
Mike Colbrese distributed a hard copy of a powerpoint that will be presented to the board of directors 
for schools regarding the WIAA goals, mission statement and healthy culture.  He also shared the 
participation numbers by sport/activity for boys and girls in Washington state since 1999.  A comparison 
of Washington numbers to the national participation numbers will be provided during the September 
meeting. 
 
PLANNING 
SUMMER CONTACT ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS 
Mike Colbrese passed around a sheet for all members to confirm their summer contact addresses and 
phone numbers. 
 
2017 SPRING STATE EVENT PRELIMINARY REPORT 
Staff and Board members provided a summary report of the events in which they attended.  Andy 
Barnes shared that temperatures were in the 90’s for golf in the Tri Cities, but the participants were well 
prepared.  He added that, despite a water leak at the Nordstrom Tennis Center, matches were played 
with only a brief delay.  Ken Lindgren shared that, due to some extremely lopsided scores, perhaps it is 
time to develop a game-ending procedure for softball other than just the ten-run rule after five innings.  
He added that some leagues have developed  10, 15 and 20-run game ending procedures.  John Miller 
added that softball in general went very well.  Brian Smith added that 50 state track and field records 
were broken, which is a phenomenal number.  Tim Thomsen added that several school track and field 
records were also broken, even though in some cases those athletes did not make the finals.  Harlan 
Kredit shared that 52 additional athletes competed in the 1B, 2B, 1A State Track and Field Meet in 2016 
when the time standards were adjusted, with an additional 58 this year.  Cindy Adsit shared that the 
teams that participated at Safeco Field were treated to the full major league experience, with walk-up 
music for every batter and the use of the big screen for live action. 
 
REVIEW OF THE REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Andy Barnes presented the voting summary for the 2017 proposed amendments.   He explained that 
since not all Representative Assembly members vote on all amendments, two separate surveys need to 
be developed for the online voting.  He shared that there was a concern expressed about how absentee 
votes are counted.  After consulting with the WIAA parliamentarian Mike Burton, the votes were 
counted correctly according to Roberts Rules of Order, which is followed explicitly for Representative 
Assembly and amendment voting procedures.  Staff will continue to work with Mike Burton to finalize 
the language in the WIAA handbook. 
 
Mike Colbrese added that the amendments were posted on the WIAA website along with the ability for 
comments to be made regarding each proposal.  Those comments were forwarded to the 
Representative Assembly members. 
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COMMITTEE UPDATES 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
Ken Lindgren reported that the committee met on May 10, 2017, and he felt that progress was made.  
He added that discussions involve a number of topics beyond potential redistricting issues. 
 
RTO ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Tim Thomsen summarized the rubric and objectives that was emailed to all board members.  He added 
that equity and social justice training for coaches and officials would be helpful and suggested a training 
module be implemented.  Pat McCarthy added that the diversity committee would pursue some options. 
 
DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
Lori Wyborney shared that the goal of the committee is to promote diversity and social justice training 
for school representatives, and affiliated school groups, with a major focus on the eligibility appeal 
process.  Mike Colbrese added that the LEAP students have been a tremendous asset to the committee.  
He also encouraged the districts to recruit individuals of color to serve on the district eligibility 
committee.  Mick Hoffman shared that Erin Jones will be presenting social justice training during the 
Vancouver Coaches Academy on August 14, followed by individual breakout sessions.  Coaches from 
other school districts are encouraged to attend. 
 
REPORTS AND OTHER INFORMATION 
AFFILIATE GROUP REPORTS 
Nick Reykdahl (AWMLP) shared that the middle level principals met last month.  He asked for some 
additional clarification regarding the L & I fee increase.  He is willing to serve as a conduit for additional 
training for middle level athletic directors. 
 
Lori Oviatt (WSSDA) was unable to attend but provided a written report.  A subcommittee of Karl 
Johanson, Lori Oviatt and Mike Colbrese are working together to create a new session at the WSSDA 
(Washington State School Directors Association) annual conference to get boards of directors on board 
with the WIAA vision and mission. The mission created by the WIAA's strategic planning team states that 
all school boards will demonstrate a commitment to the WIAA's mission by the start of the 2018-19 
school year. The workshop will focus on that mission, the WIAA's core values, and provide an 
opportunity for attendees to bring forward any issues of concern. The session will also bring focus to 
each school director's role in fostering a healthy culture where the purpose and guidance that the WIAA 
receives from working with the WSSDA Interscholastic Activities Committee (WSSDA IAC) will also be 
explained. In addition to the session, the subcommittee is taking a look at the resolution that all school 
directors sign to participate as a WIAA member, as well as developing some online curriculum for all 
board members. 
 
Dave Tikker (WSSAAA) reported that the recent conference had a record attendance, including 48 new 
athletic directors.  He complimented Tom Doyle and Jim Piccolo for their mentoring efforts.  While both 
have indicated they will no longer fulfill that role in Washington, Tom Doyle may be implementing a 
mentoring program at the national level.  He added that the WSSAAA board has taken an active role in 
working with the postsecondary institutions in recruiting officials.  An online registration system is being 
developed that should turn into a terrific communication tool for athletic directors. 
 
Ross Hjelseth (WFIS) introduced Rick Skeen as the newly elected WFIS representative to serve on the 
honorary WIAA Executive Board.  He added that there will be three new members on the WFIS board. 
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Ed Laulainen (WSCA) shared that the WSCA board will meet the first week of August, with a report to be 
provided during the September meeting.  He added that WSCA membership is at an all-time high with 
over 4,500 members.  He complimented the member coaches who participate on a variety of 
committees for the betterment of students and programs. 
 
Tom Doyle (District Directors) reported that the district dictors met during the 2017 WSSAAA 
Conference on April 24, 2017, and with the WIAA staff on June 1, 2017.  Electronic ticketing is under 
consideration at the district level; some recommendations regarding the structure of the Winter 
Coalition were provided; WIAA special committees and the impact on the districts was discussed; there 
are concerns regarding regional wrestling alignments and sites; Sabbath accommodations for state 
volleyball will also impact league and district qualifying events; and some ideas on refining the school 
reporting process for allocations as well as reporting results of district qualifying events were presented. 
 
COACHES EDUCATION 
Coaches School/Coaches School Express  
John Miller shared that registration for both the Coaches School and Coaches School Express are on 
target with previous years. 
 
Clinic and WIAA Newsletter Summary  
Brian Smith provided a listing of the number of head coaches who did not complete the WIAA online 
rules clinic, which is annually required according to WIAA handbook rule 20.3.0.H.2 (Attachment #4).  He 
added that when a head coach does not complete the online rules clinic, the league should be dealing 
with a violation.  He also provided a chart depicting the distribution of the newsletter along with a 
tracking of who is opening it. 
 
LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE UPDATES  
John Olson provided an update regarding current litigation.  He shared that a settlement has been 
reached with the Saturday Sabbath observant schools for state volleyball, and accommodation will be 
made beginning with the 2017 1B and 2B State Volleyball Championships. 
 
Lisa Thatcher shared the results of the recent legislation on the WIAA.  She and Mike Colbrese meet with 
legislators as needed to make sure that WIAA interests and concerns are heard.  Three bills in particular 
required a great deal of time and effort.  Two athletic directors (Wendy Malich and Scott Nordi) and two 
district directors (Joe Keller and Herb Rotchford) provided testimony. The new WIAA eligibility rule 
dealing with essential military personnel was a fair compromise to legislature.  She recommended that 
time be spent in providing legislators, as well as the general public in each respective area of the state, 
with more information about the organization, its structure, how decisions are made, etc. 
 
ELIGIBILITY REPORT 
Brian Smith provided the summary chart of the number and approval rate of eligibility hearings across 
all WIAA districts.  He commended each of the district eligibility chairs, and their respective committee, 
for their work in conducting these clinics in a manner in which students understand the process and feel 
respected and heard, and for their efforts at consistently enforcing WIAA rules. 
 
JUST PLAY FAIR 
Brian Smith summarized the summary chart listing the number of ejections that occurred during the 
2016-17 school year as compared to the 2015-16 school year, and also broke out the ejections by level 
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(varsity, JV, middle level) and type of ejection.  He also recommended that suspensions should be similar 
for violent conduct regardless of the sport.  Currently boys soccer is the only sport that has a great 
penalty (three match suspension for violent conduct).  Mick Hoffman suggested that an appeal process 
be considered if greater penalties are adopted. 
 

● Thomsen/Kredit  moved on first reading to increase the suspension following an ejection due to 
violent conduct and abusive language in all sports.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
NFHS 
Mike Colbrese shared that the 2017 NFHS summer meeting will be held in Providence, Rhode Island, 
June 28 through July 2, 2017, and the NFHS Section 7 & 8 meeting will be in Oregon, September 17-19, 
2017. 
FEATURES AND ARTICLES 
A series of articles and features of interest were provided to the WIAA Board. 
 
REVIEW OF JUNE BOARD MEETING ACTION  
Andy Barnes reviewed action taken by the WIAA Executive Board during this June 4-5, 2017, meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

● Malich/Rouleau moved to go into executive session at 10 AM on Sunday, June 4, 2017. MOTION 
PASSED. 

 
● Malich/Kredit moved to come out of executive session at 10:42 AM on Sunday, June 4, 2017. 

MOTION PASSED. 
 

● Malich/Lindgren moved to go into executive session at 4:40 PM on Sunday, June 4, 2017. 
MOTION PASSED. 

 
● Malich/Lindgren moved to come out of executive session at 5:48 PM on Sunday, June 4, 2017. 

MOTION PASSED. 
 

● Malich/Whitmore moved to go into executive session at 9:20 AM on Monday, June 5, 2017. 
MOTION PASSED. 

 
● Malich/Thomsen moved to come out of executive session at 10:42 AM on Monday, June 5, 

2017. MOTION PASSED. 
 
 
MEETING CONCLUSION 
 

● Malich/Thomsen moved to adjourn at 11:44 AM on Monday, June 5, 2017. MOTION PASSED. 
 
Submitted by:      Next Meeting:  August 4 Retreat  
Eric McCurdy, WIAA Board President     
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder  


