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WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Lori Wyborney, President (District 8), Pat McCarthy, Vice President (District 2), Harlan Kredit (District 1), 
Tim Thomsen (District 3), Mick Hoffman (District 4), Miles Caples (District 6), Greg Whitmore (District 7), 
Ken Lindgren (District 9), Eric McCurdy (Region A), Wendy Malich (Region B), Dr. Pam Veltri (Region C) 
and John Wallwork (At Large).  
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 
Rick Skeen (Washington Federation of Independent  Schools (WFIS)), Ed Laulainen (Washington State 
Coaches Association (WSCA)), Lori Oviatt (Washington State School Directors Association (WSSDA)),  Eric 
Anderson (Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP)),  Nick Reykdal (Association of 
Washington Middle Level Principals (AWMLP)), Dave Tikker (Washington Secondary School Athletic 
Administrators Association  (WSSAAA)), and BJ Kuntz  (District Directors). 
 
WIAA STAFF 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, John Miller and Brian Smith, Assistant 
Executive Directors; and Leah Francis, Director of Finance and Operations. 
 
WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD WORK SESSION 
On Saturday, September 23, 2017, the WIAA Executive Board held a work session with Erin Jones 
regarding social justice.  On Sunday, September 24, the WIAA Executive Board held a work session to 
develop the Board’s 2017-18 goals, to refine the criteria for reviewing national event participation, and 
to review the recent meeting of the Governance Committee. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Lori Wyborney convened the WIAA Executive Board meeting at 1:30 PM on Sunday, September 24, 2017.  
Pat McCarthy led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The president’s plaque was presented to Eric 
McCurdy by Lori Wyborney.  The Board congratulated him for his service to the Board and commitment 
to all students in Washington. 
 
The meeting resumed on Monday, September 25, 2017,  at 8:30 AM. 
 
CONSENSUS ISSUES 
Lori Wyborney presented the agenda; minutes from June 4-5, 2017, meeting; and consensus items. 
 

● Malich/Lindgren moved to approve the agenda, minutes from June 4-5, 2017, meeting, and the 
consensus items.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
AUDIENCES 
TWO REQUESTS FROM NORTHWEST YESHIVA HIGH SCHOOL 
Jason Feld, Head of School and Marcy Park, Athletic Director 
Jason Feld explained that Northwest Yeshiva High School (NWY) is a modern Orthodox Jewish school 
with 56 students and is the only school of its type south of Vancouver, British Columbia,  and north of 
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Los Angeles.  He added that there are five Jewish schools in Los Angeles alone.   NWY offers limited 
sports programs due to the small number of students, but very much values being a WIAA member 
school participating in the SeaTac 1B/2B League. He shared that there is an upcoming cultural event to 
be held in Los Angeles that also includes a basketball tournament.  He is hoping NWY students will be 
allowed to participate in this event, yet still maintain NWY’s allegiance to the WIAA member schools. 
Marcy Park added that NWY is requesting a waiver of seven WIAA out-of-season rules (17.5.0, 17.5.2, 
17.5.3, 17.5.4, 17.5.5, 17.5.7, and 17.5.8) in order for its boys basketball team to participate in a 
tournament that recognizes the Shabbaton celebration to be held in Los Angeles, California, on 
November 9-12, 2017.  The WIAA basketball season will begin on Monday, November 13, 2017.   
 
The second request is for accommodation for either its boys and/or girls basketball teams on 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018, due to the Feast of Esther, which is a day of fasting for the Othordox 
Jewish Faith in which neither food nor drink is permitted from just before sunrise until after sunset.  
With sunset at 5:00 PM on February 28, 2018, the most comfortable time to play the game would be at 
7:00 PM.  She added that accommodation would also be necessary for Friday and Saturday due to 
observation of the Saturday Sabbath. 
 

● Kredit/Lindgren moved to approve the request of Northwest Yeshiva High School to waive 
seven WIAA out-of-season rules in order for its boys basketball team to participate in a 
tournament in California, on November 9-12, 2017.  MOTION FAILED. 

 
 The team could still participate in the preseason tournament as long as the school’s coach is not 

involved with the players and school uniforms are not worn. 
 
● Kredit/Thomsen moved to approve the request of Northwest Yeshiva High School to make 

accommodations at the 1B State Basketball Championships on Wednesday, February 28, 2018, 
due to the Feast of Esther.  MOTION FAILED.  NOTE:  accommodation will be made on Friday and 
Saturday, March 2 and 3, 2018, for any school that honors the Saturday Sabbath. 

 
 Northwest Yeshiva High School could still honor its obligation for the Feast of Esther as well as 

the state basketball championships Should the team finish with the RPI of 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 or 8 and 
win its regional game, it would not play until Thursday. 

 
REQUEST FROM KENT GOLD 
Kent Gold, a parent from the Oaks Academy in Spokane, requested that WIAA eligibility rule 18.5.3 be 
modified in order to allow students who attend and participate in sports programs offered at non-
member private schools also be allowed to participate in the same sports program at their public school 
of residence.  Mr. Gold’s son plays soccer in the fall for Oaks Academy, a private non-member school in 
Spokane, which competes against other small schools in Idaho, and would also like to play at his public 
school of residence in the spring.  He believes that since the private school is not a WIAA member, 
similar to other non-school programs (club, select, church league, etc) that the WIAA rules do not apply 
and that students should be allowed to participate at their public school of residence.  He believes that 
even though families are paying taxes for the public school system, they are restricted from utilizing its 
facilities and services due to choosing to attend a private non-member school.   
 

● Whitmore/Lindgren moved to approve the request of Kent Gold to allow students participating 
in a sports program at a non-member private school to also have access to the same sports 
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program at the students’ public school(s) of residence.  Thomsen/Malich moved to table the 
motion to approve the request of Kent Gold.  MOTION PASSED. 
The staff was directed to review rules in other states, as well as with middle schools, and 
research the implications of the request.    

 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION BY BELLEVUE HIGH SCHOOL 
Jeff Lowell, District Athletic Director; Lauren McDaniel, Athletic Director; Vic Anderson, Principal; 
Mark Landes, Football Coach; Ivan Duran, Superintendent  
While there are sanctions assessed to the school through the 2019-20 school year, in order to remove a 
penalty to the current Bellevue High School students, Jeff Lowell requested that the WIAA Executive 
Board remove the second year of the postseason football suspension.  He stated that any sanctions 
should be assessed to the school and the adults involved, but not students who were not participating in 
the program when the violations occurred.  He added that several new policies, which also include 
oversight from other athletic directors in the KingCo Conference and the District 2 eligibility committee, 
have been implemented at the school as a result of the violations.  The changes have been positive and 
are moving the school in the right direction.  During the June 5, 2017, meeting, the WIAA Executive 
Board recommended that there should be more work between Bellevue High School and the WIAA staff 
to determine if any additional violations occurred.  He reported that that work has been completed and 
no additional violations were found.  Vic Anderson shared that he has been the principal at Bellevue 
High School since June 2016.  His focus is on current students in order to make their experience 
worthwhile and meaningful, and to facilitate community healing. He met with the KingCo principals on 
August 18, 2017, and asked for reinstatement of postseason access.  That group felt the decision was 
the responsibility of the WIAA Executive Board.  Lauren McDaniel shared that Bellevue High School is 
operating with 28 sanctions levied against the school and the progress that has been made addressing 
specific violations.  She added that the shortened 2016 season and postseason ban has impacted 
participation numbers, and for the first time in years, the school has been unable to field a junior varsity 
football team.  She added that the school is vacating its 2014 Kingco football title, the 2015 track and 
field title and two individual track and field titles.  She requested to lift only the one sanction regarding 
postseason access for football and to leave in effect the other 27 sanctions.  Mark Landes, second year 
football coach, shared that he is invested in the school and is working to heal the community.  In 
advocating for the Bellevue students, he requested that the postseason access for football be removed.   
 

● Thomsen/Lindgren moved to rescind the week ten restriction for the 2017 Bellevue High School 
football season.  MOTION PASSED.  Note:  Eric McCurdy and Pat McCarthy abstained from 
voting. 

 
● Thomsen/Malich moved to vacate state trophies for the 2012, 2013, and 2014 football seasons, 

assess a $2,500 fine that will used for coaches education programs and a continued focus on 
concussion management, and a requirement to provide ongoing reports to the WIAA Executive 
Board to document institutional reform.  MOTION PASSED.  Note:  Eric McCurdy and Pat 
McCarthy abstained from voting. 

 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CALENDAR AND CULMINATING EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 
Wendy Malich summarized the following topics: 
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1. Updates regarding Saturday Sabbath 
 Accommodations have been made in the 2017 1B, 2B State Volleyball Championships schedule 

which will be held on Thursday and Friday, November 9-10, 2017.  She added that there has 
been a request for accommodation by Auburn Adventist Academy for State Soccer, and that 
there is the potential for a request at State Bowling.  Mike Colbrese added that the staff has also 
been asked about accommodation for State Cross Country.   Since students qualify for both 
State Bowling and State Cross Country as an individual or as a member of a team, it is 
considered to be an individual sport and does not meet the tenants of WIAA handbook rule 
22.5.0 (The WIAA Executive Board will review any requests for accommodations during a team 
state event  in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, softball, or volleyball). 

 
2. Site for 2017 1A State Volleyball Championships:  While both Pierce College, Steilacoom and the 

Yakima Valley SunDome are available to serve as the site for the 2017 1A State Volleyball 
Championships, due to a better financial agreement and to allow schools to maintain relations 
with local motels and restaurants, the subcommittee recommends the Yakima Valley SunDome. 

 
● Lindgren/McCurdy moved to approve the Yakima Valley SunDome as the 2017 1A State 

Volleyball Championships site.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
3. Site for 2018 State Cheerleading Championships:  None of the “major” venues that have 

traditionally been used for state cheer are available this year, and a high school will need to be 
secured.  Information will be sent out to all district directors, and the executive board for  both 
the cheer coaches and cheer judges associations to solicit bids for this prestigious event that will 
be held on Saturday, January 27, 2018.  Staff will have a recommendation and the Board will 
make the determination for a site during the November 12-13, 2017, meeting. 

 
4. Yakima requested to extend facility contracts through the 2020-21 school year at the Yakima 

Valley SunDome for the following events: 
  1B, 2B, 1A State Volleyball Championships 
  1A and 2A State Basketball Championships 
  State Dance/Drill Championships 
 

●  Lindgren/Whitmore moved to approve the Yakima Valley SunDome as the site for the 1B, 2B, 
1A State Volleyball Championships; the 1A and 2A State Basketball Championships; and the 
State Dance/Drill Championships through the 2020-21 school year.  MOTION PASSED. 

  
5. 2018 State Baseball 
 Due to a number of complaints about the field conditions during the 2017 1A, 2A State Baseball 

Championships held at County Stadium in Yakima, staff is recommending that the site be listed 
as TBD at this point for the 2018 1A, 2A State Baseball Championships.  Staff will continue to 
coordinate efforts with the facility personnel who are working to address the concerns. 

 
 Since the Mariners will be playing at Safeco Field during the 2018 State Baseball Championships 

weekend, the subcommittee recommends that the 2018 3A, 4A State Baseball Championships 
be held at GESA Stadium in Pasco.  No action is needed, since GESA Stadium has already been 
established as the first facility in line behind Safeco Field. 
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6. Bound for State Softball 
 The current run rule states that a game will be terminated if a team leads by ten (10) runs after 

five (5) complete innings.  Pe Ell High School is requesting that a game be terminated if a team 
has scored 15 runs after three (3) complete innings. 

 
 From Pe Ell High School:  Coaches do well in making concessions for teams, such as running off 

bases before pitches in order to not run up the score, but this change would allow for them to 
not have to do this for five innings.  This would also allow for more rest time between games in 
a tournament, and would help maintain the tournament  schedule.  This rule is currently being 
utilized during the regular season and is supported for all postseason games by the Central 2B 
League, the TRICO 1A League, the Coastal 1B League, the Evergreen 1A League and the Pacific 
2B League. 
 

● McCurdy/Lindgren moved to approve on FIRST READING the proposed change that the game be 
terminated if a team leads by 15 runs following three (3) complete innings of play during all 
postseason softball games, effective beginning with the 2017-18 softball season. MOTION 
PASSED. 
 

7.  Due to a drastic drop in the number of middle level volleyball players in some schools in its 
league, LaConner Middle School is requesting an experiment to allow for middle school 
volleyball teams to play in two (2) tournaments in a season.  The hope is that the tournament 
play will provide for a better situation for all teams. 

 
● Whitmore/McCurdy moved to approve the experiment to allow for an additional middle level 

volleyball tournament during the season.  MOTION PASSED.  NOTE:  The school will be required 
to submit an amendment. 

 
8.  Yakama National Tribal School requested to waive WIAA handbook rule 30.4.2 (Players in ‘1B” 

schools may appear in a maximum of five (5) quarters in one (1) day) in order to play two (2) 
basketball games on December 8, 2017, in a tournament in Lapwai, Idaho.  The total number of 
games played during the season will remain within the 20-game schedule. 

 
● Caples/McCurdy moved to approve the one-time waiver for Yakama Nation Tribal School to play 

two (2) basketball games in a day in order to play in the Idaho tournament.  MOTION PASSED.  
NOTE:  The school will be encouraged to submit an amendment which would allow varsity 
teams to play two (2) games in a day (subvarsity teams are already allowed to play in two (2) 
games in a day (WIAA handbook rule 30.3.4)). 

 
HANDBOOK SUB-COMMITTEE 
Harlan Kredit summarized the following: 
 
1. The subcommittee reviewed four (4) tentative Amendments for 2018 Rep Assembly.  The 

subcommittee supports the submission of two (2) of the amendments that will be shared with 
the membership in January, 2018, along with all other proposed amendments.  The 
subcommittee felt one (1) of the amendments is actually an editorial change, not an 
amendment, and the subcommittee will continue discussion regarding the fourth proposal at 
another time. 
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● Malich/McCurdy moved to submit two (2) proposed amendments to the 2018 Representative 
Assembly on behalf of the WIAA Executive Board.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
2. The proposed handbook editorial changes were reviewed. 
 a) Use of school equipment during summer activities 
  17.10.2   School districts may authorize the use of facilities, school equipment 

(such as football helmets and shoulder pads, balls, etc), sport specific 
apparatus (such as batting cages, football sleds, nets, etc), facilities, 
and/or transportation for individuals and/or teams of that school during 
the summer if approved by the local school board. 

 
 b) Suspension following an ejection 
  18.27.3B.    Even though a jamboree does not count as a contest for the purposes of 

meeting the suspension period, the suspended person is not allowed to 
participate in a jamboree. 

 
 c) Current WIAA handbook rule 43.64.3 (Refer to counting contests and sets in the 

high school volleyball section above to determine how to count a contest) has 
caused some confusion, since high school students may play in up to five (5) sets per 
match while middle level students may play in only three (3) sets per match.    

    43.64.3 Up to three (3) sets played against the same squad, same day, is one 
(1) contest. 

    43.64.4 Up to three (3) sets played against the same school, same day, 
different squads (i.e., varsity and sub-varsity squads) is one (1) 
contest. 

    43.64.5 Up to three (3) sets played against the same school, different days 
during the same week, different squads (i.e., varsity on Tuesday, sub-
varsity on Thursday), is one (1) contest. 

    43.65.6 Up to three (3) sets played against two (2) different schools, same day, 
different squads, would be two (2) contests. 

    43.64.7 Up to three (3) sets played against two (2) different schools, different 
days during the same week, different squads, would be two (2) 
contests. 

    43.64.8 Between four (4) and six (6) sets played against the same school, or 
against two different schools, would be two (2) contests. 

 
● Kredit/Malich moved to approve the three (3) proposed editorial changes for the 2018-19 WIAA 

Handbook.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

4. LaConner High School is utilizing eighth graders in order to save its girls soccer team.  The parent 
of a Conway eighth grader requested that his daughter be allowed to participate in that 
program since she intends to enroll at LaConner High School next fall.  Conway is a K-8 school 
district.  Once they complete that program, students are automatically eligible at any high 
school in the state of Washington.  The staff determined that since the Conway student was not 
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currently a member of LaConner High School, she was not eligible to compete on the girls soccer 
team.  The subcommittee supported the staff determination. 

 
FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE 
Pat McCarthy shared that the finance sub-committee discussed the following topics: 
1. Updates on the following financial related matters: 
  As directed by the finance special committee, the 2017-18 all tournament ticket prices were 

increased from 80% to 90% (of the full daily ticket price for each day of the event combined) and 
the ticket price for the final day of state basketball was adjusted. 

 
2. Digital Ticketing – Huddle, GoFan  
 Leah Francis reported that the Association experimented with digital ticketing during the 

Emerald City Kickoff Classic (ECKC).  GoFan was selected because it is affiliated with the NFHS 
and hand held scanners are not necessary.  There is a service fee added to the ticket price, 
similar to that done by all online ticketing agencies.  Approximately 15% of ECKC fans purchased 
online tickets and, overall, those fans were extremely supportive of the process.  Ms. Francis 
recommended that the Association move forward with offering online tickets at those events 
where online ticketing is currently not available through the facility itself, such as Swim/Dive, 
Soccer, etc.  It is possible to gather all kinds of data with this process, which could be helpful to 
know in terms of the audience attending these events (school affiliation, date and time of 
purchase, age, etc.).  The Association will test trial the on-line ticket process as various 
championship events this fall. 

 
● Malich/Thomsen moved to approve GoFan for online ticketing for WIAA state events.  MOTION 

PASSED. 
 
2. Finance sub-committee updates  
 Mick Hoffman reported that this special committee has a three (3) prong purpose which 

includes a staff review (compensation and retention of staff; even though programs have been 
added, the number of staff is the same as when Mike Colbrese became the executive director  in 
1993); the six-year plan of service and ticket price reviews and increases; and generating 
alternative revenue lines, which will be the focus for this coming year (special events hosted by 
the Association, potential to adjust times for marquee matchups, etc.). 

 
3. The 2016-17 annual auditor’s review will begin on September 26, 2017.  A preliminary report 

will be provided during the November 12-13, 2017, meeting, and the final report will be 
provided during the January 28-29, 2018, meeting.  The review will be published after the final 
report is provided to the Board. 

 
4. ECKC preliminary report:  With good matchups and great weather at the University of 

Washington, the 2017 ECKC generated the second highest net-income in the past 5 years.   
There was an increase in attendance, increase in revenue, and a decrease in expenses.   

 
FINANCIAL REPORTS  

 
1. Leah  Francis presented the year-to-date financial report for discussion and review.   
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2.  Leah Francis submitted the 2017-18 WIAA tournament budgets for approval.  The overall 
tournament budget was approved in June, 2017.  An additional $20,000 is being requested, due 
to the additional day needed for the 1B, 2B, 1A State Volleyball Championships, and to cover 
increased expenses for the 2A, 3A, 4A State Track and Field Championships.  The overall 
tournament expense budget reflects a 1.6% increase from 2016-17 actual expenses. 

 
● Kredit/Malich moved to approve the year-to-date and the 2017-18 WIAA tournament budgets.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
REQUESTS FOR ACTION 
SECOND READING ON VIOLENT CONDUCT/ABUSIVE LANGUAGE 
Brian Smith presented two (2) options for a proposed suspension period in all sports for athletes and/or 
coaches ejected from a contest due to violent conduct or abusive language.  He added that fighting, and 
non-permissable actions outside the actions of play are considered to be violent conduct.  Due to a 
concern about the use of abusive language as it applies to different cultures and potential confusion 
about who the language was directed to, there was support to remove the clause about abusive 
language from the policy. 
 

● Malich/Kredit moved to approve ON SECOND READING the 20 percent (%) proposed suspension 
period in all sports for athletes and/or coaches ejected from a contest due to violent conduct 
(Attachment #1).  MOTION PASSED. 

 
SCHOOLS WITH EJECTIONS 
Brian Smith summarized the sportsmanship plans submitted by schools that had five (5) or more 
ejections during the 2016-17 school year.  He also met with or has scheduled meetings with personnel at 
each of the schools with five (5) or more ejections for both of the 2015-16 and 2016-17 school years. 
 

● Malich/Kredit moved to approve the sportsmanship plans submitted by schools with five (5) or 
more ejections.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
ANNIE WRIGHT ACADEMY TENNIS PROGRAM 
Brian Smith presented the request on behalf of Annie Wright Academy for WIAA to allow the school to 
maintain interest in girls tennis through an innovative approach of year round tennis instruction, since 
the school will not have access to tennis courts and will not compete against any other schools during 
the 2018-19 school year.  Since Annie Wright Academy would be offering tennis instruction, that would 
be considered a tennis program and Annie Wright Academy students would not be eligible to play tennis 
at their resident public school during the spring of 2019.  Annie Wright Academy students would be 
eligible for subvarsity only if they transferred during the 2019-20 school year. 
 

● Malich/Thomsen moved to approve the request by Annie Wright Academy for a waiver of WIAA 
handbook rules 2.1.0, 3.3.1, 17.5.2, 17.5.3, 18.5.3, and 18.26.3 for its 2018-19 tennis program.  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
DISTRICT BOARD’S 2016-17 ACTIONS FOR VIOLATIONS 
Brian Smith shared that the full list of all violations committed by schools during the 2016-17 school year, 
along with the WIAA District Boards’ actions based upon those violations, was sent electronically to all 
WIAA Executive Board members for review. 
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● Malich/Lindgren moved to approve the action taken by each of the respective WIAA District 

Boards regarding the violations committed by schools within the district with the caveat that the 
District 3 report was incomplete and would be submitted at a later time.   MOTION PASSED. 
 

2017-18 WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD GOALS 
Lori Wyborney presented the 2017-18 WIAA Executive Board goals, as drafted during the work session, 
for adoption. 
 

● Malich/Wallwork moved to adopt the proposed 2017-18 WIAA Executive Board goals 
(Attachment #2).  MOTION PASSED. 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S GOALS 
Mike Colbrese presented his goals for discussion and adoption. 
 

● Malich/McCurdy moved to adopt the proposed 2017-18 WIAA Executive Director goals.  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
WMEA REQUEST REGARDING STATE SOLO AND ENSEMBLE 
Mike Colbrese shared that historically the participants that qualify for the State Solo and Ensemble 
Contest are from large schools.  The WMEA is investigating the means to make the State Solo and 
Ensemble Contest meaningful and accessible to small school participants.  He presented on behalf of 
WMEA the request to add Mariachi as a new category for the 2018 State Solo and Ensemble Contest and 
to increase the reimbursement rate for hotels for adjudicators to more closely match actual hotel costs 
for the 2019 State Solo and Ensemble Contests.  The Board had previously approved an experiment to 
offer the Mariachi category as a means to reach out to a more diverse population, which has proven to 
be successful.  
 

● Kredit/Thomsen moved to direct WIAA staff to work with WMEA regarding the issues presented.  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
WRESTLING WEIGH IN PROCEDURE 
Brian Smith shared that, while the boys weigh-in nude in the locker room, girls have worn their singlets 
while weighing in for interscholastic wrestling.  In every freestyle, Greco Roman, or international 
tournament; however, the boys and girls will wear their singlets during weigh-ins.  He added that there 
is some concern regarding skin checks, but believes that can be addressed through education.  He 
recommended that in fairness to all participants, both boys and girls weigh-in while wearing the 
approved school uniform (which would be a singlet or fight shorts with a t-shirt). He added that this 
recommendation is supported by the wrestling coaches and has been approved as a more restrictive 
rule by the NFHS, which would still allow Washington to serve a term on the NFHS wrestling rules 
committee. 
 

● Malich/Lindgren moved to approve the suggested wrestling weigh in procedures.  MOTION 
PASSED. 
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MIDDLE LEVEL BAT STANDARDS 
Cindy Adsit shared that while the WIAA Executive Board has allowed middle level students to use -5 or -
7 bats, bat manufacturers were not having these bats tested as are the -3 bats which are used at the 
high school level.  Legal -3 bats must meet the Batted Ball Coefficient of Restitution (BBCOR) 
performance standards and include the BBCOR label, sticker or decal.  She submitted the request to 
adopt the USA bat standards beginning with the 2018-19 school year, which should allow ample time for 
schools to purchase bats that meet those standards.  The new USA Bat standard will create wood-like 
performance in youth baseball bats in order to make the game more uniform at the youth level and 
ensure the long-term integrity of the game.  Similar to the BBCOR standard implemented in 2011, USA 
Bat regulates how much trampoline effect the barrel of a bat has on a ball. Unlike the -3 length-to-
weight ratio restriction for BBCOR bats, USA Bat Standards will not have a drop weight limit. Players 
within the affected organizations will also now be able to use a 2 1/4” or 2 5/8” barrel bat as long as it 
carries the USA Bat compliance mark.  She added that USA compliant bats have been available for 
purchase since September 1, 2017. 
 

● Kredit/Malich moved on FIRST READING to adopt the USA Bat Standards for middle level 
beginning with the 2018-19 school year.  MOTION . 

 
REQUEST FROM SEATTLE PREP 
Brian Smith submitted the request on behalf of Seattle Prep to allow Andy Hendricks, its boys soccer 
coach, to coach in the High School All-American Soccer Game on December 2, 2017.  While player 
selection has not yet been finalized, it is possible that a Seattle Prep athlete could also be selected to 
participate on this team.  This event meets the criteria developed by the National Events Special 
Committee as an individual national event. 
 

● Malich/McCurdy moved to approve the request from Seattle Prep to allow its boys soccer coach 
to coach in the High School All-American Soccer Game on December 2, 2017. MOTION PASSED. 

 
PLANNING 
UPDATE ON THE STRATEGIC PLAN 
Mike Colbrese commended Lori Oviatt for her assistance in developing a presentation for all school 
board members concerning their role in interscholastic activities program.  He added that it has been 
challenging in working with leagues to develop parameters for a healthy culture within the league, but 
also commended the leagues for their efforts to date. 
 
STATE EVENT UPDATES 
The listing of fall tournament events was circulated for board members to sign up to present the awards 
at those events (Attachment #3). 
 
TACOMA DOME UPDATE 
John Miller provided an update on the Tacoma Dome renovations, which also included parking and 
freeway changes.  Renovations will not affect football, gymnastics, wrestling or basketball this year.  
2018 will be the final year for gymnastics, however, since the Tacoma Dome will no longer have any 
portable bleachers.  He added that that the amount of construction in the area has been, and will 
continue to be, problematic.  He also shared that there are no plans to replace the aging, and outdated, 
scoreboards  since they are used only for WIAA events twice a year.  Although staff has had several 



 WIAA Executive Board Meeting  |  September 24-25, 2017 |  WIAA Office  |  Renton, WA Page 11 

 
 

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association  |  435 Main Ave S  |  Renton, WA 98057  |  (425) 687-8585  |  Fax (425) 687-9476  |  wiaa.com 

conversations with groups/associations in the Tacoma area about assisting with the financing for a new 
system, Tim Thomsen shared that there may be other groups in Tacoma to contact.  
Andy Barnes added that, due to another event being held earlier in the week during the State Basketball 
Championships, the time slot available for a walk-through on Tuesday night will be later in the evening 
and a shorter time slot than what has traditionally been offered. 
 
VOTING FOR WIAA REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Mike Colbrese presented the tentative agenda for the March 19, 2018, WIAA Winter Coalition meeting. 
 
Andy Barnes presented WIAA handbook rule 7.2.0, which was editorialized so that the wording is 
consistent with materials distributed at the Winter Coalition regarding the counting of votes by the 
delegates.  After confirming with the parliamentarian, “no position” needs to be offered as an option for 
voting. 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Ken Lindgren shared that the committee met at the WIAA office on Thursday, September 14, 2017.  He 
added that discussions involve a number of topics beyond potential redistricting issues.  The committee 
was split into two (2) groups, with a focus on modifications to the current structure in the first group, 
and a total restructure in the second group based upon models utilized in other states.  He added there 
is commonality among both groups, that they are considering comments from the legislators and that 
they are making some good strides.   The committee will meet again in October, 2017. 
 
DIVERSITY COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Pat McCarthy reported that the committee is committed to increasing training and awareness, and is 
hoping to be able to capture data in a number of areas.  The committee is also interested to know how 
district directors and eligibility committees are formed and how they are aware of the makeup of the 
students which they represent. 
 
RPI COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Greg Whitmore shared that reminders are being sent to the member schools by the WIAA office and the 
MaxPreps platform to input schedules and scores.  The review process needs to be determined,  with 
committee evaluation after the data has been received at the end of each sports season.  Any 
recommendations will then be forwarded to the WIAA Executive Board. 
 
RTO UPDATE 
Tim Thomsen reported that Nick Reykdahl, who is also a WOA official, has joined the committee as a 
middle level representative.  He added that, beginning with this 2017 fall season, all officials assigned to 
district qualifying events must be RTO certified.  He shared that WOA joined National Association of 
Sports Officials (NASO), which has some great tools for officials to utilize (magazine and other 
publications, recruiting program, additional insurance, etc.).  Nick Reykdahl shared that both the WIAA 
and WOA websites will be revised to reflect the RTO updates.  Brian Smith added that the meeting 
minutes, and all rubrics, are currently posted on the WIAA website.  He shared that while 90 officials 
were required for postseason football, 400 were RTO certified, which is a great step toward 
improvement for RTO.  Statistics have proven that if a new official can be encouraged to officiate for at 
least three (3) years, he/she will probably remain on board for several years.  He added that we all need 
to do what we can to make officials feel valued and appreciated.  District 3 is preparing a survey that 



 WIAA Executive Board Meeting  |  September 24-25, 2017 |  WIAA Office  |  Renton, WA Page 12 

 
 

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association  |  435 Main Ave S  |  Renton, WA 98057  |  (425) 687-8585  |  Fax (425) 687-9476  |  wiaa.com 

officials can fill out (if they were greeted, an area to change, felt respected, assistance with crowd 
control, etc.) that can be a useful tool for all schools. 
 
CLASSIFICATION 
John Miller reported that the committee will be meeting sometime this fall. 
 
CRITERIA FOR NATIONAL EVENT PARTICIPATION 
Brian Smith shared that the staff receives a number of requests each year regarding the status of certain 
events and asked for some direction from the Board on how to respond to the requests.  A progression 
of changes to the out-of-season and contest limitations rules, NFHS definition of a national event and 
notes from the November 17, 2015, National Events Special Committee were reviewed.   Staff was 
directed to continue to enforce the out-of-season rules as written, with any special requests or appeals 
to be directed to the Board. 
 
REPORTS AND OTHER INFORMATION 
AFFILIATE GROUP REPORTS 
Eric Anderson (AWSP) reported that the high school principals will meet in late October, 2017. 
 
Nick Reykdahl (AWMLP) shared that the middle level principals will meet in late October, 2017.  He 
requested that notice be sent out to the middle schools to clarify that L & I is a flow through account. 
 
Lori Oviatt (WSSDA) shared that she has been working with Karl Johanson and Mike Colbrese to develop 
a power point and presentation for school directors to understand their role in developing a healthy 
culture as a means to meet the strategic plan.  The IAC will present a special session at the upcoming 
WSSDA conference on the topic. 
 
Dave Tikker (WSSAAA) reported that Jeff Lowell and Jeff Pietz are the two new mentor chairs, replacing 
Tom Doyle and Jim Piccolo.  Several webinars will be offered throughout the year and will be resourced 
with the toolbox on the WSSAAA website.  Membership and registration will also be available online.  
Lacey London will be the 2018 conference chair.  Steve Bridge and Wendy Malich will be honored with 
meritorious service awards at the upcoming NIAAA Conference 
 
Rick Skeen (WFIS) shared that the WFIS Board has not met since last spring and that he will have a 
report in November, 2017. 
 
Ed Laulainen (WSCA) shared that Cindy Adsit attended the WSCA board meeting in Leavenworth on 
August 2, 2017.  Several committees met and many topics were reviewed at that time. 
 
BJ Kuntz (District Directors) reported that the district directors will meet on October 12, 2017, at the 
WIAA office. 
 
UPDATES FROM 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
Emerald City Volleyball Invitational (ECVI):  Cindy Adsit shared that Cleveland, Lynden Christian, Mercer 
Island, and Seattle Prep High Schools participated in the ECVI held at Mercer Island High School on 
Friday, September 1, 2017.  The schools appreciate the opportunity to participate in this event, and 
Mercer Island High School has once again offered its gym for the 2018 event. 
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Emerald City Kickoff Classic (ECKC):  Andy Barnes reported that Pullman, Fife, Kennedy Catholic, Seattle 
Prep, O’Dea, Lincoln, Eastside Catholic and Gonzaga Prep High Schools participated in the ECKC held at 
Husky Stadium on Saturday, September 2, 2017.  He added that the University of Washington (UW) 
provides a great setting for this event.  There were good matchups and great weather, even though it 
was quite warm on the north side of the stadium.  He shared that there is a potential to return to UW in 
2018, since the football team will be away on Labor Day weekend.  He is hoping for a firm commitment 
soon, since it is easier for schools to become involved when they know prior to the two-year scheduling.  
He added that participating schools are reimbursed based upon ticket presales, so there is incentive for 
them to participate. 
 
LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE UPDATES  
John Olson provided an update regarding current litigation.  An attorney representing a client involved 
in litigation against the Association has requested that the legislature consider WIAA to be a state actor 
rather than as a private, nonprofit organization.  Mike Colbrese added that he is working closely with 
lobbyist Lisa Thatcher in meeting with legislators to help them better understand the WIAA governance 
structure and appeal processes.   
 
WIAA WORKSHOP OFFERINGS 
ELIGIBILITY UPDATES 
ONLINE ELIGIBILITY CLINICS:  Brian Smith shared that September 24 was the deadline date for 
completing the online eligibility clinic. 
 
FALL WORKSHOP TRAININGS:  Brian Smith shared that he and/or John Miller conducted training at each 
fall workshop for the eligibility committee members in that WIAA District.  He added that the same quiz 
that was included in the online eligibility clinic was covered during the training.  He commended and 
thanked the members who contribute a considerable amount of time every year in conducting the 
eligibility hearings. 
 
FALL WORKSHOPS 
Brian Smith reported that there has been about a 30% turnover in athletic director this year, and 
complimented WSSAAA in its efforts to network with the new athletic directors.  He added that the face-
to-face opportunity to provide updates to the membership at the fall workshops is a great benefit. 
 
WIAA EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
ONLINE RULES CLINIC REPORT 
Andy Barmes reported that the power point presentations are provided by the NFHS, modified as 
needed by the WIAA staff, and the fall clinics are launched are early as possible in August, 2017.  He 
added that 23,495 online clinics have been taken to date that the winter clinics will launch the second 
week in October, 2017.  
 
COACHES SCHOOL REPORT 
Cam Taylor reported that about 350 coaches attended the 2017 Coaches School, down from 425 last 
year.  He suggested that the reduction might possibly have been due to the change to task based 
coaches standards.  The plan is to make the coaches school in the future a “one stop shop” where all 
aspects of the coaches standards can be met. 
 



 WIAA Executive Board Meeting  |  September 24-25, 2017 |  WIAA Office  |  Renton, WA Page 14 

 
 

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association  |  435 Main Ave S  |  Renton, WA 98057  |  (425) 687-8585  |  Fax (425) 687-9476  |  wiaa.com 

VIDEO INTRODUCTION OF 2017-18 LEAP STUDENTS 
Cam Taylor provided a video introduction of the 2017-18 LEAP committee.  He commended the students 
on a wide range of participation and their commitment to student programs across the state. 
 
MARKETING/MEDIA INFORMATION UPDATES 
Cam Taylor and Casey Johnson presented a potential media/sponsorship partner - Outfront Media 
Services. OMS currently works with several state associations and is pursuing a partnership with the 
WIAA to manage sponsorship and multimedia assets for the Association. The Board directed WIAA staff 
to continue to gather more specific information regarding a specific proposal from OMS to the WIAA 
which is planned to be presented at the November 12-13, 2017, Board meeting. 
 
NFHS 
Staff and Board members shared workshop discussions heard during the NFHS summer meeting held 
June 28 – July 2, 2017, and the NFHS Section 7 & 8 meeting held September 17-19, 2017.  Washington 
will host the Section 7 & 8 meeting in 2019. 
 
FEATURES AND ARTICLES 
A series of articles and features of interest were provided to the WIAA Board. 
 
REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING ACTION  
Andy Barnes reviewed action taken by the WIAA Executive Board during this September 24-25, 2017, 
meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

● Malich/Lindgren moved to go into executive session at 3:35 PM on Sunday, September 24, 2017. 
MOTION PASSED. 

 
● Lindgren/Malich moved to come out of executive session at 5:20 PM on Sunday, September 24, 

2017. MOTION PASSED. 
 

● Malich/Wallwork moved to go into executive session at 8:30 AM on Monday, September 25, 
2017. MOTION PASSED. 

 
● Malich/Lindgren moved to come out of executive session at 9:52 AM on Sunday, September 25, 

2017. MOTION PASSED. 
 
 
MEETING CONCLUSION 
 

● Thomsen/Lindgren moved to adjourn at 12:00 PM on Monday, September 2 5, 2017. MOTION 
PASSED. 

 
Submitted by:      Next Meeting:  November 12-13, 2017  
Lori Wyborney, WIAA Board President     
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder  


